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Minutes of the Forty-eighth meeting of the 
Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology


Held on 11 April 2014 at the Wellington Airport Conference Centre, Wellington


Present 
John Angus (chair)
Alison Douglass 
Karen Buckingham
Jonathan Darby
Nikki Horne
Mike Legge
Sue McKenzie
Apologies
Barry Smith
In attendance
Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)
Emma Doust (ACART Secretariat)
Stella Li (ACART Secretariat)
Deborah Payne (ECART member in attendance)
1.	Welcome 
The meeting opened at 8.45 am.
The Chair welcomed Deborah Payne from ECART.
2.	Apologies
Apologies were received from Barry Smith.


3.	Approval of the agenda
Members approved the agenda.
Action
· Secretariat to place the agenda on ACART’s website.
4.	Declarations of interests
No conflicts were declared in regard to items on the agenda.  
5.	Minutes of ACART’s meeting of 14 February 2014
Members present at the meeting of 14 February 2014 approved the minutes. 
Action
· Secretariat to place finalised minutes on ACART’s website.
6.	Actions arising 
Members noted the status of actions arising from the February 2014 meeting.
7.	Work programme 
Members noted the status of projects on the work programme. 
Members noted the surrogacy and family egg or sperm donation guidelines are ready for tabling.  A summary of submissions from the public consultation phase of the work will be placed on ACART’s website. A table explaining the changes will also be placed on the website. The Secretariat will arrange tabling of the guidelines in the House. 
The Chair reported that he, with Kate Davenport (ECART Chair) and Dr Freddie Graham (ECART member), will meet with the Minister in June 2014 to discuss issues involved with preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD), including progress with issuing new guidelines on PGD with human leucocyte antigen tissue typing.
Members agreed that the briefing to the incoming Minister be added to the work programme. 
Members discussed NEAC’s upcoming consultation on enhancing cross-sectoral ethics arrangements.  Members agreed to send a letter to NEAC indicating ACART’s interest in participating in the consultation.
Letter from Dr Mary Birdsall, Fertility Associates 
Members noted a letter from Dr Mary Birdsall, Medical Director of Fertility Associates Auckland, that asked ACART to begin the process of enabling women to use stored ovarian tissue. 
Members noted:
· ACART’s current position to maintain a watching brief on developments in this area: Dr Birdsall’s letter was a timely reminder to revisit the position.  
· The potential future demand for the use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue in New Zealand in light of the reported number of women for whom ovarian tissue is being stored.
· The development of the Fertility Preservation for People with Cancer: A New Zealand Guideline by the National Child Cancer Network.
· The need for robust and up-to-date information about the use of cryopreserved ovarian (and testicular) tissue:
· The increasing international developments in Australia, the United States and the United Kingdom in the use of cryopreserved tissue. 
· There are an increasing number of reports about outcomes from more countries.  
· In light of developments, ACART should not continue to base its position on i the technical report on the use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue thatwas commissioned in 2010, 
Members agreed:
· To discuss with the Ministry of Health about commissioning a new technical report on the use of cryopreserved ovarian (and testicular) tissue.  
· To consider and finalise at ACART’s June meeting a draft business case for commissioning a new technical report, for consideration by the Ministry of Health. The business case would need to include information about,international developments, including recent literature. 
· To respond to Dr Birdsall’s letter, outlining ACART’s intention to commission a technical report. 
Members noted that although the use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue would currently require ACART to issue guidelines because the procedure is classified as an assisted reproductive procedure, it was also open for ACART to advise the Minister that the use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue be declared an established procedure.  The planned new technical report would inform ACART’s decision about the scope of any further work.  
Actions
· Secretariat to arrange for  the surrogacy and family gamete donation guidelines to be tabled in the House.
· Secretariat to place the summary of submissions and explanatory table for changes to the guidelines on ACART’s website.
· Secretariat to add the briefing to the incoming Minister to the current work programme.
· Secretariat to draft a letter to NEAC noting ACART’s interest in its upcoming consultation on enhancing cross-sectoral ethics arrangements. 
· Secretariat to discuss with the Ministry of Health about commissioning a technical report on the use of cryopreserved ovarian (and testicular) tissue, and work with Mike Legge and Karen Buckingham to develop a business case for commissioning the report.
· Secretariat to draft a letter in response to Dr Birdsall, outlining ACART’s intention to revisit the issue of providing for the use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue, including commissioning a technical report. 
· Secretariat, with Mike Legge and Karen Buckingham, to report back to ACART’s June meeting with a draft business case for commissioning the technical report, for ACART to finalise the business case and submit it to the Ministry of Health for consideration. 
8.	Human reproductive research – working group report
Members considered a report back from the Working Group’s teleconference on 2 April 2014.
Members noted the Working Group discussed what would be included in the briefing to the incoming Minister in regard to human reproductive research guidelines.  The necessary information and analysis included overseas trends, and demand in New Zealand for this research to occur.  Mike Legge reported to the Committee there are at least five people interested in doing this research.
9.	Advice on informed consent – working group report
Members considered a report back from the Working Group teleconference on 3 April 2014.  Members noted the decisions made about the scope of the sub-project to collect information about clinic informed consent processes:
· t would include informed consent processes for PGD, 
· but would exclude clients’ views and experiences as these could be obtained later as part of the main project.
Members noted that the Working Group is finalising the methodology of the sub-project, and the sub-project is on track for being completed in May. 
Action
· Secretariat to finalise methodology of the sub-project and circulate.  
10.	Advice on import and export of human gametes and embryos – update on submissions received from consultation
Members noted the feedback from ACART’s public consultation on the proposed advice.  In particular, members discussed the feedback in support of increasing compensation levels for gamete donors and surrogates.  The Working Group will consider whether there is scope for a more flexible approach to in regard to compensation for donors. 
Members noted the Working Group will be meeting in May 2014 to decide recommendations about finalised advice for discussion at the June ACART meeting. 
Action
· Secretariat to provide the Working Group with examples of other jurisdictions’ approaches to managing payment to gamete donors within a non-commercial framework (for instance, in the UK, European Union, and Victoria, Australia.   
· Secretariat to circulate the full submissions to members.
· Import/export Working Group to meeting in May and report back to ACART’s June meeting with proposed advice to the Minister, for ACART to finalise and submit to the Minister of Health. 
11. 	Briefing to the incoming Minister of Health – content and topics
Members noted that ACART will provide a briefing to the incoming Minister of Health.  
Members discussed the possible content and topics for ACART to include in its briefing:
· Introduction to ACART (mandate, members).
· How ACART carries out its functions (e.g. public consultation, monitoring, horizon scanning).
· ACART’s current work programme, with a view to Ministerial confirmation.
· The New Zealand context for ART, including social attitudes, the legislative framework and relevant statistics.  
· Discussion about new technologies on the horizon for New Zealand
Members agreed the final briefing should be less than ten pages. 
Action
· Secretariat to amend to the possible content and topics.
· Secretariat to inform Dev Oza (Manager, Business Services) and Don Gray (Deputy Director General, Policy) of ACART’s intention to brief to the incoming Minister.
· Secretariat to seek peer review from within the Ministry and externally when preparing the briefing.
12.		NHMRC review of Part B of the “Ethical Guidelines on the use of Assisted Reproductive Technologies in Clinical Practice and Research”
Members noted the Australian National Health and Medical Research Council’s (NHMRC) review of the guidelines.
Members agreed ACART has a strong interest in the outcome of this review, noting in particular the questions asked and issues raised resonate strongly with ACART.  For example raising questions about biological connection, withdrawing consents and encouraging disclosure.
Members agreed it will be useful to access the submissions (if these become available). 
Action
· Secretariat to email the Victorian Assisted Reproductive Treatment Authority (VARTA)  to ask if VARTA would be willing to share with ACART any submission made by VARTA. 
· Secretariat tocheck whether submissions to the review will be made publically available. 
13.	 Report on ECART decisions
Members noted a Secretariat report on ECART’s decisions at its meeting of 6 March 2014.
Members noted  the possibility of a joint ECART/ACART training day later in the year, to discuss ethical issues and the Guidelines. 
14. 	Governance
a)	Chair’s report
Members noted the Chair’s report. 
b)	Members’ reports
Jonathan Darby provided a written report on the Bioethics conference held in Dunedin on 24-26 January 2014. 
Mike Legge provided a written and oral report on the International Symposium on Transforming Public Engagement on Controversial Science and Technology on 17-18 February 2014.  Mike was part of a panel session on “New Technologies and Ethics” with Dr Deborah Payne (ECART) and Rebecca Bollard (PhD student).
Alison Douglass provided an oral report on the “International Adoption and Surrogacy – family formation in the 21st century” conference on 9 April 2014.
15.	Stakeholder liaison and relationships, including correspondence
Members noted correspondence with ECART, the Minister of Health and the Ministry of Health, and general correspondence. 
16. 	Secretariat report to ACART
Members noted the Secretariat report.
17. 	Conclusion of the meeting
The next ACART meeting is scheduled for 13 June 2014.  The meeting will be held in Wellington. 
The meeting closed at 2.30pm.
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