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Minutes of the Forty-seventh meeting of the 
Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology


Held on 14 February 2014 at the Wellington Airport Conference Centre, Wellington


Present 
John Angus (chair)
Alison Douglass 
Karen Buckingham
Jonathan Darby
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nikki Horne
Mike Legge
Sue McKenzie
Barry Smith
Apologies
None
In attendance
Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)
Emma Doust (ACART Secretariat)
Jo Fitzpatrick (ECART member in attendance)
Helen Colebrook (Manager, Ethics Committees)
1.	Welcome 
The meeting opened at 8.45 am.
The Chair welcomed Jo Fitzpatrick from ECART and Helen Colebrook from the Ministry of Health.
2.	Apologies
No apologies were received.


3.	Approval of the agenda
Members approved the agenda.
Action
· Secretariat to place the agenda on ACART’s website.
4.	Declarations of interests
a)	Review declarations of interests document
Jonathan Darby has accepted a job in disability law at Community Law Canterbury.
b)	Conflicts of interests regarding agenda
No conflicts were declared in regard to items on the agenda.  
5.	Minutes of ACART’s meeting of 8 November 2013
Members present at the meeting of 8 November 2013 approved the minutes. 
Action
· Secretariat to place finalised minutes on ACART’s website.
6.	Actions arising 
Members noted the status of actions arising from the November 2013 meeting: all have been completed.  
7.	Work programme 
Members noted the status of projects on the work programme. Members agreed that the preparation of a briefing to the incoming Minister later this year should be added to the programme. 
Members noted NEAC’s upcoming consultation on enhancing cross-sectoral ethics arrangements. Members also noted the upcoming surrogacy law conference is relevant to ACART’s work and ACART should have a presence at the conference.
The Chair reported that he, Kate Davenport, ECART Chair, and Dr Freddie Graham, Fertility Associates, will aim to meet with the Minister to discuss progress with issuing new guidelines on pre-implantation genetic diagnosis with human leucocyte antigen tissue typing.  
Members agreed that ACART should meet with the Law Society to talk about ACART’s work.
Action
· Members to send expressions of interest in attending the surrogacy law conference to the Secretariat.
· Secretariat to add the preparation of a briefing to the incoming Minister to the work programme.
· Secretariat to approach Law Society for meeting to discuss ACART and its work. 

8.	Surrogacy guidelines and family gamete donation guidelines – update
Members noted that ECART has been issued the amended Guidelines on Surrogacy involving Assisted Reproductive Procedures, Guidelines on Donation of Eggs or Sperm between Certain Family Members.
Members noted the ECART has been provided with Advice on applications that fall under more than one of the guidelines issued by ACART.
Members noted the tasks remaining in this project, to be completed in March.
Action
· Secretariat to place the summary of submissions on ACART’s website 
· Secretariat to prepare a table explaining the rationale for the changes to the existing guidelines and circulate to members for review. 
9.	Review of donation guidelines and “biological link” policy – working group report
Members considered a report back from the Working Group meeting on 13 December 2013.  
Members noted that the Chair is meeting with the Minister on 19 February 2014 to discuss, among other items, ACART’s views regarding a biological link (gestation or genetic parenthood) between at least one intending parent and a resulting child.
Members discussed the merits of combining guidelines to simplify the process. Members agreed to the project plan, and noted it will be refined following discussions with the Minister.
Action
· Chair to report back to members the outcome of the 19 February meeting. 
· Secretariat to refine project plan following meeting with Minister and circulate.
10.	Advice on import and export of human gametes and embryos – update on public consultation
Members noted that the public consultation on the proposed advice began on 1 February 2014 and will close in late March.  
Members noted that the Minister has been advised that this consultation is occurring and the associated potential risks.
The first week in March may be used for face-to-face meetings with fertility clinics.
11. 	Advice on informed consent – working group report
Members considered a report back from the Working Group meeting on 16 December 2013.  
Members noted that copies of the consent forms used in clinics are forthcoming and will be used to help shape the sub-project. The sub-project aims to observe how the informed consent processes currently occur in fertility clinics.
Members discussed the project plan and requested more detail be included on the tasks involved, particularly in the information gathering phase. The processes and scope of the project should also be refined.
Action
· Secretariat to amend project plan to refine scope and processes and include more detail on required tasks and circulate to working group for approval.
12.	Human reproductive research – working group consideration
Members noted the background to the project plan recommended by the working group. The working group also tabled the project plan, which was agreed to by members. 
Members discussed other jurisdiction’s practice on human reproductive research and how this could inform ACART’s work.
Members discussed the need for guidelines in the current research environment.
13.	 Fertility preservation for People with Cancer draft guideline – update following ACART feedback
Members noted the events since November 2013 in regard to the draft fertility preservation guideline, including the response to ACART’s provided feedback from the working group that developed the guideline. 
14. 	Review of the Health and Disability Commissioner’s Act 1994 and Code of Health and Disability Services Consumers’ Rights
Members noted the ACART submission to the review had been made. The Minister has noted the submission and copies were sent to providers for information. 
Action
· Secretariat to inform members when the submission summary from the review is published. 
15.	Operations of HART Act
a)	Report on ECART decisions
Members noted a Secretariat report on ECART’s decisions at its meeting of 7 November 2013. 
b)	Monitoring ECART decisions – analysis of July 2012 – June 2013 decisions
Members noted the analysis of ECART decisions. Members considered that this method of reporting should continue every year, and include trends on the numbers of applications from year to year.
Members agreed it would be useful to find out the eventual outcome of the deferred applications, and include these decisions in the analysis. 
Members noted that the clinics are effective filters for applications, as evidenced by lack of declined applications. This demonstrated strong feedback loops between clinics and ECART. Members considered the role of ACART in monitoring ECART decisions is to look at what any identified patterns might raise about how well system is working. 
Action
· Secretariat to amend table to include eventual outcomes for deferred applications. 
· Secretariat to send paper and table to ECART with a covering note. 
16.	Governance
a)	Chair’s report
Members noted the Chair’s report. 
b)	Members’ reports
Sue McKenzie, Jonathan Darby, Barry Smith and Alison Douglas provided oral reports on the Bioethics conference held in Dunedin on 24-26 January 2014. Mike Legge provided a written report on this conference also.
Barry Smith provided an oral report on the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics 9th World Conference held in Italy on 19-21 November 2013. The theme of the conference was ‘Bioethics, medical ethics & health law: Towards the 21st Century’.
17.	Stakeholder liaison and relationships, including correspondence
Members noted correspondence with ECART, the Minister of Health and the Ministry of Health, and general correspondence. 
18. 	Secretariat report to ACART
Members noted the Secretariat report.
19. 	Conclusion of the meeting
The next ACART meeting is scheduled for 11 April 2014.  The meeting will be held in Wellington. 
The meeting closed at 2.30pm.
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