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Minutes of the Thirty-eighth meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  

AD20-86-5

Held on 11 May 2012 at Wellington Airport Conference Centre
Present 
John Angus (Chair)
Andrew Shelling (Deputy Chair)

Karen Buckingham
Alison Douglass

Nikki Horne

Mike Legge
Judy Turner (from 10.00am)
In attendance

Brian Fergus (ECART member in attendance)
Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Vicky Baynes (ACART Secretariat)
Meg Larken (ACART Secretariat)

Chris Wilson (ACART Secretariat, from 12.00pm)

Dev Oza (Ministry of Health, 12.00pm – 1.30pm)

1.
Welcome 
The meeting opened at 9.15am. 

The Chair welcomed attendees to the meeting, particularly Brian Fergus who was attending for the first time as the ECART member in attendance.

The Chair noted upcoming changes to the Secretariat in June.  Vicky Baynes departs for parental leave and Meg Larken’s secondment term ends.  A new Secretariat staff member, Chris Wilson, would join the meeting from noon, accompanied by the Manager of Business Services and Committee Support, Ministry of Health.
The Chair, on behalf of ACART members, thanked Vicky and Meg for the quality of their contribution to ACART’s work.
2.
Apologies

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Cilla Henry.  Apologies for lateness were received from Judy Turner, who joined the meeting at 10.00am.
3.
Agenda

Members approved the agenda. 
4, 5.
Declarations of interests
No conflicts were declared in regard to items on the agenda.  
6.
Minutes of ACART’s meeting of 9 March 2012
Members present at the meeting of 9 March 2012 approved the minutes. 
Members endorsed the fuller style of the minutes that were transparent about ACART’s thinking and processes. 

Action
Secretariat to place the minutes on ACART’s website. 

7.
Actions arising 

Members noted the status of actions arising from the March 2012 meeting. 
8.
Review of provisions in the surrogacy and other guidelines (“intending mother” and criteria of medical need) – Report of the Guidelines Review Working Group 
Members discussed the working group’s recommendations, including the draft amended guidelines, and:

· Agreed that Stage 1 of the guidelines review project should include reviewing the medical criteria in the Guidelines on Donation of Eggs or Sperm between Certain Family Members.  If ACART amended the surrogacy guidelines so that single men and male couples were able to apply to ECART to enter a surrogacy arrangement, and ACART did not at the same time amend the family gamete donation guidelines, the effect would be that ECART would not be able to approve surrogacy arrangements where single men and male couples wished to use eggs donated by a family member.   The project therefore needed to include eligibility criteria in both the surrogacy guidelines and the family gamete donation guidelines. 
· Agreed proposed amended Guidelines on Surrogacy Arrangements involving Providers of Fertility Services
· Agreed proposed amended Guidelines on Donation of Eggs or Sperm between Certain Family Members
· Agreed the discussion document for public consultation, subject to agreed amendments, with final sign-off delegated to the Chair 
· Agreed the consultation plan, with suggested additional groups to be included.

Actions
Secretariat and Chair to finalise discussion document.

Secretariat to arrange formatting, editing and publication of the finalised discussion document.
Members to check their biographic details in the discussion document and send to the Secretariat any other suggested changes to the discussion document.
Secretariat to follow up members’ suggestions regarding groups to target for the consultation.

Secretariat to plan consultation meetings once the timeline for publication of the discussion document is known.

9.
Amended Guidelines on Extending Storage Period of Gametes and Embryos

Members discussed amendments to the guidelines in light of consultation with the Minister. 
Members agreed to add a note to the guidelines to the effect that some subsequent uses of stored gametes and embryos would require further ECART approval where the use is an assisted reproductive procedure or human reproductive research, and where guidelines exist.  Examples are embryo donation, covered by the Guidelines on Embryo Donation for Reproductive Purposes, and human reproductive research, covered by the Guidelines for Research on Gametes and Non-viable Embryos which do not enable ECART to approve research on stored viable embryos.  
Members also agreed an amendment to the provision relating to purposes. 
Action
Secretariat to amend guidelines as agreed and send to members for sign off.
Chair to write to the Minister about the amended guidelines, noting that ACART is keen to issue the guidelines.  

10.
Import and export of human gametes and embryos – Recommendations of Import/Export Working Group
Andrew Shelling presented the working group’s paper and a draft discussion document setting out preliminary policy positions, including:

· the import of gametes and embryos for research and treatment should be allowed only where the gametes and embryos meet the same requirements that apply to gametes and embryos originating in New Zealand

· the export of gametes and embryos for research and treatment should be allowed only where the intended use of the gametes and embryos (including length of storage) is not precluded or prohibited in New Zealand. 
Members agreed to the scope of the proposed advice.

In discussion about preliminary policy positions, members noted the challenges in getting a balance between varying perspectives, including: 

· patients wishing to import gametes and embryos

· patients wishing to export gametes (including cryopreserved ovarian tissue) and embryos to use in treatment in other countries

· clinic views about the best ways to protect women and children
· New Zealand’s ethical and legal standards (e.g. non-commercial supply, access to identifying information about donors, prohibition on sex selection).
Members sought more information about whether exceptions should be allowed.  If the starting point was that imported gametes and embryos should not be used unless their use met New Zealand standards, should ACART propose that the policy should provide for exceptions to the general position?  
Members asked that the discussion document be amended to include:

· where relevant, a clear indication that ACART is still considering  options
· more information on the broader regulatory context for import and export of other biological material, including Information about what policy work has been done within the Ministry of Health or other government departments regarding the import/export of human tissue under the Human Tissue Act. 
 
Actions
Secretariat to discuss next steps with the Chair of the working group.
Secretariat to include in the discussion document more information about the broader regulatory context for import and export of other biological material.
Secretariat to provide ACART with a paper on options related to allowing potential exceptions to New Zealand requirements.  The paper should:

·  include: 
·  discussion about the ethical and policy issues associated with the use in New Zealand of commercially supplied gametes and embryos created from commercially supplied gametes
·  Information about what policy work has been done and within the Ministry of Health or other government departments regarding the import/export of human tissue under the Human Tissue Act.
·  take into account that while much of the focus has been on the relative importance of non-commercial supply v. enabling donor offspring to access identifying information about donors, there were other policy areas where exceptions to New Zealand’s regulatory framework might be of interest for import or export e.g. the HART Act restriction on sex selection;  family limits set down in the Fertility Services Standard Audit Workbook; storage limits set down in the HART Act; treatments where no guidelines were available or where guidelines excluded ECART approving a particular case.   
11.
Progress of informed consent project and ethical framework

Members noted the brief update on progress and the work commissioned to develop an ethical framework, including a workshop scheduled for 8 June. 

Members noted that some ECART members had expressed an interest in attending the workshop. 

Action
Chair to contact the ECART Chair to discuss the possibility of ECART members attending the workshop.
12.
Work programme - status
Members noted the status of projects on the work programme. 
13.
Operations of HART Act

a)
Report on ECART decisions

Members noted a Secretariat report on ECART’s decisions at its meeting of 23 February 2012.  

The report included noting that ECART had received the first application for the use of donated eggs with donated sperm where the donors were a couple.  ACART had anticipated such a scenario when developing the guidelines.  In this case, should a child or children be born from the procedure, there would be full genetic siblings in two families. 

b)   
ACART’s role of monitoring ECART decisions – options for future approach
This item was held over for the next meeting.

c) 
Report of Working Group to develop ANZARD contract
Members noted progress to develop the contract for a New Zealand-specific report that draws on the combined Australia-New Zealand annual report about uses and outcomes of assisted reproductive treatments. 

d)
Annual Report 2011/12

This item was held over for the next meeting. 
14.
Governance

a)
Chairperson’s report

The Chair briefed members on recent sector meetings and on his meeting with the Minister of Health, also attended by the Chair of ECART.  The meeting was constructive in getting the Minister’s views on ACART’s work programme.
Members discussed ACART’s responsibilities with regard to human reproductive research, and agreed that ACART should continue to monitor international activity concerned with human reproductive research, including on viable embryos.  
b) 
Members’ reports

No members’ reports were provided.  Members noted that members continue to refer papers and items of interest to the Secretariat for sharing with members.    

15.
Stakeholder liaison and correspondence

Members noted correspondence with ECART, the Minister of Health and the Ministry of Health, and general correspondence.

16.
Secretariat report

Members noted the Secretariat report.

17.
Conclusion of meeting
The next ACART meeting is scheduled for 13 July 2012.  The meeting will be held in Auckland.
The meeting closed at 2.30 pm. 
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