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Minutes of the Thirty-third meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  

AD20-86-5

Held on 8 July 2011
Airport Conference Centre
Wellington

Present

Sylvia Rumball (Chair) 

Richard Randerson (Deputy Chair)

John Angus 
Karen Buckingham
Nikki Horne

Gareth Jones 
Andrew Shelling
Cilla Henry

Alison Douglass (8.30-10.00, 11-2.30). 
In attendance

Hazel Irvine (ECART member in attendance) 
Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Vicky Baynes (ACART Secretariat)
Megan Larken (ACART Secretariat)

.       
1.
Welcome

Sylvia Rumball opened the meeting at 8.30am. 

The Chair welcomed ACART’s new member Alison Douglass to the meeting. Alison has been appointed as a member with expertise in relevant areas of the law.  

The Chair also welcomed Megan Larken who joins the ACART Secretariat from 18 July 2011. 
2.
Apologies

The Committee noted apologies from Alison Douglass who would be absent from 10.00am to 11.00am. 
3.
Agenda

The Committee confirmed that they were working to the 10 June 2011 Agenda to progress outstanding items not covered at the June meeting. Members also noted the supplementary agenda. 

Action

Secretariat to place the supplementary agenda on the website.
4.
Declarations of interests
No new conflicts were declared.
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology

(i)
Import/export project 
Members noted that work to draft a discussion document was underway.  
Action 

The Secretariat will arrange a further import/export working group, with a view to reporting back to ACART at its November meeting.  
(ii)
Informed consent 

Members noted that work to draft a discussion document was underway but was unlikely to be progressed until 2012 due to priority being given to other work items. Members noted that a change in membership had occurred and it would be useful for all members to consider ACART’s policy proposals in this area at an upcoming meeting.
Action
The Secretariat to draft a paper on informed consent for the next meeting.  

9.
Consultation with Minister of Health (s41(2))
(i)
Draft guidelines on the use of PGD with HLA tissue typing – update
Members noted the Chair had been delegated final sign off of a report to the Minister as part of consultation on Guidelines on PGD with HLA tissue typing.  The Chair signalled that the report will be sent to the Minister of Health for consultation in August 2011.
10.
Development / Review of ACART guidelines (s35(1)(a)) 
(i)
Guidelines on extending the storage period of gametes and embryos – working group recommendations

Members noted a paper from the Secretariat outlining

· amended guidelines as agreed by members

· amended summary of submissions 

· draft report to the Minister of Health consulting on the guidelines.
Members also noted an updated working group report.

Members agreed the amended summary of submissions.

Members discussed further amendments to the proposed guidelines and agreed to hold a further meeting of the storage working group to consider proposed amendments and make recommendations to the September ACART meeting.
Action

Secretariat to arrange a meeting of the extended storage working group.
12.
Monitoring application and health outcomes (s35(2)(a))
(i) 
Update re obtaining New Zealand-specific ANZARD analysis

Members noted that the Secretariat would continue exploring the possibility of obtaining a New Zealand specific report from the Australian and New Zealand Assisted Reproduction Database (ANZARD), as resourcing allowed.

14.
Monitoring decisions of ECART

(i) 
Monitoring ECART decisions (Supplementary item: ECART’s meeting of 12 May 2011)                                                                                                                           
Members noted the minutes of ECART’s 12 May 2011 meeting, the summary of ECART applications provided by the ECART Secretariat, and an ACART Secretariat paper.

Members agreed that the decisions made by ECART at its meeting appeared to be consistent with guidelines and advice issued by ACART, although members noted one case to include in discussions with ECART on the scope of medical conditions criteria in ACART’s guidelines.  
15.
Advice to ECART (s35(1)(a))

(i) 
Defining a medical condition 
Members noted a paper from the Secretariat on the medical conditions criteria in ACART’s guidelines. 

 Members agreed two strands of work:

· In the short term: ACART to provide advice to ECART on the medical conditions criteria in current guidelines.
· Longer term: ACART to undertake work (subject to the Minister’s agreement) to review the medical conditions criteria in guidelines.  ACART noted that it would be unable to commence this work in the 2011/12 work programme.
Members agreed to write to ECART to provide advice on the medical conditions criteria.

Action

Secretariat to draft a letter to ECART for review by ACART.

16.
Governance

(i)
Chair’s report

Member noted the Chairs report.
 (iii)
Executive Group
Members noted the notes of the Executive Group meeting of 15 March 2011.
Members appointed Richard Randerson as Deputy Chair until the end of the current year.
17.
Administration

(i) 
Secretariat report to ACART

Members noted the Secretariat report. 
18.
Meeting concluded.
The Committee agreed:

· the next meeting date: 9 September 2011

· the following work between meetings

· extended storage working group

· import / export working group 

The meeting closed at 2.30pm.
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