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Minutes of the Thirty-second meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  

AD20-86-5

Held on 10 June 2011
Airport Conference Centre
Wellington

Present

Sylvia Rumball (Chair) 

Richard Randerson (Deputy Chair)

John Angus (8.30am-10.30am, 12.30pm-2.30pm)

Karen Buckingham
Nikki Horne

Gareth Jones 
Andrew Shelling
Cilla Henry
In attendance

Hazel Irvine (ECART member in attendance) (8.30 – 10am, 12.30 – 2.30pm)
Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Vicky Baynes (ACART Secretariat)

Note: The Committee decided to defer some items, identified below, until a meeting on 8 July 2011. There was insufficient time at this meeting to consider those items.       
1.
Welcome

Sylvia Rumball opened the meeting at 8.30am. 

The Chair reported that a new member with expertise in relevant areas of the law had yet to be appointed.  She noted that, as with the March 2011 meeting, ACART could not exercise its statutory powers (for instance, to issue guidelines) until a new member was appointed. The Secretariat had been advised that the appointment process was underway and a new member was likely to be appointed before the next ACART meeting.

2.
Apologies

The Committee noted apologies from John Angus who would be absent from 10.30am to 12.30pm. 
3.
Agenda

The Committee approved the agenda, with alterations to timing of some items.
Action

Secretariat to place the agenda on the website.
4.
Declarations of interests
One potential conflict was declared. A member noted a personal interest in an item concerning embryos in storage. The Chair noted the interest and decided to continue discussion with the member present.
5.
Minutes of ACART’s meeting on 11 March 2011  

Members present at the 11 March 2011 meeting confirmed the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting. 

Action
Secretariat to place the minutes on ACART’s website. 

6.
Actions arising 

Members noted progress with actions arising from the last meeting. 
7.
Advice to the Minister on human reproductive research
The Committee noted that there were no items. 
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology
(i)
Import/export project 
Item deferred until the next ACART meeting on 8 July 2011.  
(ii)
Informed consent 

Item deferred until the next ACART meeting on 8 July 2011.  

9.
Consultation with Minister of Health (s41(2))
(i)
Draft guidelines on the use of PGD with HLA tissue typing – update
Members noted that consultation with the Minister was still underway.  
10.
Development / Review of ACART guidelines (s35(1)(a)) 
(i)
Guidelines on extending the storage period of gametes and embryos – working group recommendations
Members noted the submissions received following public consultation on the draft guidelines.

Members also noted a working group report which included recommended amendments to the proposed guidelines following public consultation.

Members agreed: 

· amendments to the proposed guidelines

· a draft summary of submissions, subject to minor amendments..  
Members noted that until a new member was appointed to fill the statutory legal role, ACART would be unable to finalise guidelines for consultation with the Minister.   

Action
Secretariat to provide for ACART’s 8 July meeting

· amended guidelines as agreed by members

· amended summary of submissions 

· draft report to the Minister of Health consulting on the guidelines

Secretariat to amend the summary of submissions as agreed.
11.
Advice to the Minister of Health on new assisted reproductive        procedures (s6)
No items
12.
Monitoring application and health outcomes (s35(2)(a))
(i) 
Update re obtaining New Zealand-specific ANZARD analysis

Item deferred until the next ACART meeting on 8 July 2011.  
13.
Monitoring developments in human reproductive research (s35(2)(b))
No items.

14.
Monitoring decisions of ECART

(i) 
Monitoring ECART decisions

Members noted the minutes of ECART’s 17 February 2011 meeting, the summary of ECART applications provided by the ECART Secretariat, and an ACART Secretariat paper.

Members agreed that the decisions made by ECART at its meeting appeared to be consistent with guidelines and advice issued by ACART.

Members also noted that ECART has been given an additional function by the Minister of Health: to provide informal non-binding advice to New Zealand fertility clinics on established procedures, when requested by clinics.

ACART noted its functions under section 35 of the HART Act included responsibilities to keep established procedures under review. In light of these broad functions, members agreed to ask ECART to keep ACART informed of any advice given about established procedures.
Action

The Secretariat to draft, for the Chair’s signature, a letter to ECART about advice on established procedures.

15.
Advice to ECART (s35(1)(a))

(i) 
Defining a medical condition 
Item deferred until the next ACART meeting on 8 July 2011.  

(ii) 
Embryo donation and surrogacy: request referred from a clinic
Members reviewed an email from a clinic seeking information/advice about the possibility of using embryo donation in conjunction with surrogacy in an individual case.

Members noted that an application in respect of the case may not be approved in light of the current guidelines and advice. In particular, ACART guidelines on surrogacy require that at least one of the intending parents is a genetic parent of the resulting child.  
Action

Secretariat to draft a letter to the clinic, copied to ECART, for the Chair’s signature.
16.
Governance

(i)
Chair’s report

Item deferred until the next ACART meeting on 8 July 2011.  
(ii)
Members’ reports

No items 
(iii)
Executive Group
Item deferred until the next ACART meeting on 8 July 2011.  
(iv - v) Liaison and relationships, including correspondence

Members noted all correspondence.
17.
Administration

(i) 
Secretariat report to ACART

The Committee noted the Secretariat report. 

(ii) Work programme - update on progress
Members noted update on progress.
(iii)
Work programme for 2011/12 

Members noted a draft letter to the Minister of Health outlining ACART’s proposed work programme for 2011/12. Members suggested some changes to wording and delegated final sign off to Chair.

Action

Secretariat to make agreed changes to the letter for the Chair’s signature.  
18.
Meeting concluded

The Committee agreed to adjourn the meeting until 8 July 2011.
The meeting closed at 2.30pm.
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