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Minutes of the Twenty-third meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  
AD20-86-5

Held on 10 July 2009
Wellington Airport Conference Centre

Wellington

Present

Sylvia Rumball (Chair) (from 11.30am)
Andrew Shelling

Cilla Henry

John Forman

Mark Henaghan

Maui Hudson

Richard Fisher 
Richard Randerson

Robyn Scott 
Ian Hassall

Gareth Jones (Acting Chair 8.30 - 11.30am)
Apologies

Ken Daniels (Deputy chair)

In attendance
Christine Forster (Member, ECART)

Vicky Baynes (ACART Secretariat)

Viva Sahn (ACART Secretariat)

Sandra Moore (ACART Secretariat)
1.
Welcome

The Committee noted the Chair’s delayed flights and later arrival.

Gareth Jones was delegated to act as Chair pending the Chair’s arrival.

The Committee noted the attendance for part of the meeting of Deborah Roche, Deputy Director General, Health & Disability Systems Strategy, Ministry of Health.

The members welcomed the opportunity for Deborah and committee members to meet each other.

Deborah also provided an update on advice that ACART has sent to the Minister, including:  

· The Minister was seeking advice from NEAC following ACART’s consultation with him on draft guidelines on PGD with HLA tissue typing

· The Minister had approved the use of frozen eggs in established procedures, and an amendment to the HART Order had been gazetted on 10 July 2009.

2.
Apologies

The Committee noted apologies from Ken Daniels (Deputy chair).
3.
Agenda

The Committee approved the agenda. 

Action

The Secretariat to place the agenda on the ACART website.
4.
Declarations of Interest

The Committee reviewed the declarations of interest register. The committee noted Andrew Shelling had informed the Secretariat of a new interest.

5.
Minutes of the 8 May 2009 ACART meeting

The Committee confirmed the minutes subject to one amendment as an accurate record of that meeting. The committee directed the Secretariat to place the minutes on ACART’s website. 

6.
Actions Arising 

The Committee noted progress with actions arising from last meeting. 
7.
Advice to the Minister on Human Reproductive Research

The committee noted that no further updates were available. 

8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology
(i)
Import/Export working group meeting recommendations 12 June 2009
The Committee noted the recommendations of the working group, including: 
· the scope / direction of work 
· the key issues to be explored in ongoing work

· to explore, as a key principle of ongoing work, the issue of compatibility between the processes and procedures in NZ and those in the other country(ies) involved in either export or import.

The Committee agreed that the working group should arrange a workshop with clinics to explore: 

· understandings about the current approach to import and export

· whether further clarification of current guidance is needed

· the issues identified by ACART.

The Committee agreed that Richard Fisher should convene a meeting with Directors of Fertility Services in the first instance, for the Directors to provide information to ACART about the above matters.

Action
The Secretariat to draft a letter to the Directors of Fertility Services seeking feedback on the key issues identified by the working group. Sign off of the letter delegated to the import / export working group.

Richard Fisher to convene a meeting of the Directors of Fertility Services to discuss this matter after receipt of the letter noted above.
9.
Consultation with Minister of Health
(i)
Finalising draft guidelines on the use of donated eggs (DE) with donated sperm (DS) (including recommendations of the informed consent working group)

The Committee discussed the following items:

· draft guidelines on the use of donated eggs with donated sperm
· summary of submissions

· draft report to the Minister to consult on draft guidelines.

Draft guidelines

The Committee discussed finalised wording of the guidelines, and recommendations from the informed consent working group on withdrawal of consent.

The Committee agreed:

· Editorial amendments to the guidelines.

· Limitations on the use of embryos created from DE/DS should be outlined in the preamble to the draft guidelines.  

· To retain the clause concerning residency but refine the wording to state country(ies) of residence. The committee noted that the clause was intended to give ECART scope to consider any implications of the residency of the parties, including traceability / contact for donors and donor offspring. 

· To include a clause on withdrawal of consent. The committee noted the complexity of specifying a point of withdrawal of consent pending further work on this topic by ACART, but noted the value of parties having a shared understanding on the right of donors to withdraw consent.  
· The Secretariat to circulate proposed clause on withdrawal of consent to the informed consent working group for agreement (copied to all members for their information / feedback).

Summary of Submissions

The Committee agreed to the summary of submissions.

Draft report to the Minister 
Secretariat to circulate an amended draft to the Chair and members for any feedback. The Chair was delegated final sign off of the report.  
Action
The Secretariat to action matters noted above. 
(ii)
Draft Guidelines on the use of PGD with HLA Tissue Typing 

The Committee noted: 

· Draft Guidelines on the use of PGD with HLA Tissue Typing were sent to the Minister of Health for consultation in May 2009

· recent correspondence from the Minister of Health informing ACART that:
· He is aware that parts of the current guidelines are now inconsistent with current legislation and requirements.

· However, he believes the current guidelines offer good guidance for ECART in considering applications for PGD with HLA tissue typing in limited circumstances, and they should continue to be used.
· He would like ACART to stop further development of the draft guidelines and consider how the existing guidelines, with modifications if necessary to comply with current legislation, can continue to be the basis of ECART’s consideration of applications.
· In the meantime he intends to seek the views of the National Ethics Advisory Committee on the material sent to him by ACART. 

The Committee agreed to await further information on the parameters of NEAC’s work prior to undertaking further work to issue guidelines in this area.

Action 

The Secretariat to update ACART at next meeting.

10. Review of the ACART guidelines

(i)
Preamble to Guidelines on Donation of Eggs or Sperm between Certain Family Members 

The Secretariat tabled a letter from the Ministry of Health notifying ACART of amendments to the HART Order. 
The Committee agreed to update the description of the established procedure in the preamble of its Guidelines on Donation of Eggs or Sperm between Certain Family Members. 
The Committee agreed to delegate to the Chair sign-off of any amendments, and related correspondence.
Action

The Secretariat to action changes to the preamble, following Chair’s sign off.
(ii) Query about requirement for independent legal advice in Guidelines on Embryo Donation for Reproductive Purposes
The Committee noted a recent query about the necessity of requiring legal advice for parties involved in embryo donation. 

The Committee discussed the background to the requirement in its guidelines, and members noted the value in retaining this clause at this time.

The Committee noted that legal issues may be clear to counsellors / lawyers but may not be clear to all parties involved in this procedure.

The Committee agreed:

· to consider this query as part of any future review of the guidelines.

· to obtain further information from lawyers / clinicians / consumers to assist with any future review.  

· to delegate to the Chair sign off of correspondence to counsellors / ECART.
Action

Secretariat to draft a response to the query for the Chair’s sign-off. 
11.
Advice to the Minister of Health on New Assisted Reproductive Procedures

(i)
Advice to the Minister of Health on the use of frozen eggs in fertility treatment

The Committee noted a letter, tabled, from the Ministry of Health advising that use of frozen eggs was now able to proceed in New Zealand.
(ii)
In vitro maturation (IVM) – consultation progress

Item deferred until the September meeting. 

(iii)
Use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue

The Committee noted it was awaiting confirmation of its work programme before progressing this item.

12.
Monitoring application and health outcomes (s35(2)(a))
(i)
Monitoring the application and outcomes of assisted reproductive procedures and established procedures - revised project scope
The Committee noted no further updates were available. 

13.
Monitoring developments in human reproductive research (s35(2)(b)) – 

No items

14.
Monitoring decisions of ECART
(i) 
Monitoring ECART decisions

Item deferred until the September meeting. 

 (ii)
ECART Report to ACART
Item deferred until the September meeting. 

15.
Advice to ECART (s35(1)(a))
No items

16.
Governance

(i)
Chair’s report

The Committee noted the Chair’s report.

(ii)
Members’ report
No items 
 (iii)
Executive Group minutes 22 June 2009
The Committee noted the minutes.      
(iv)
Liaison and relationships, including correspondence
The Committee noted all items.

(v)
General correspondence

The Committee noted all correspondence.
17.
Administration

The Committee noted the Secretariat report and the update on progress with work programme.

18.
Meeting concluded

The Committee agreed:

· the next meeting date: 11 September 2009

· the following work between meetings

· response to ECART correspondence 

· import / export working group correspondence 

· finalisation of provisions of guidelines on donated eggs and donated sperm / report to the Minister

· Executive Group meeting prior to next ACART meeting.

The meeting closed at 2.45pm.
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