Minutes of the Third Meeting of the 

Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive 

Technology

AD20-86-5

Held on 17 February 2006

Wellington City Airport Conference Centre, 

Wellington

Present:

Cindy Farquhar

Richard Fisher

John Forman

Gareth Jones

Philippa McDonald

Mihi Namana

Sylvia Rumball (Chairperson)

Christine Rogan 

David Tamatea

In Attendance:

Jenny Hawes (Ministry of Health) from 11:00am

Ian Hicks (Secretariat)

Willow McKay (Secretariat)

1.
Welcome

The Chair welcomed the Committee and the meeting commenced at 8.50am.

2.
Apologies

Apologies were received from Mavis Duncanson

Apologies for lateness were heard from Philippa McDonald (arrived 9.00am)

3.
Declarations of interest (A06/01)

The Committee noted the updated Declarations of Interest document.  No further changes were advised by members.

4. 
Minutes of previous meeting

The Committee noted and confirmed the Minutes of the previous meeting.  The Chair discussed the new Committee process to confirm minutes.

5.
Matters arising from the minutes

The Committee noted the actions arising from the last minutes and the Secretariat updated the Committee on the progress of those actions.  

6.
Report on Ministry monitoring of ART regarding ethnicity (A06/02)

The Committee discussed the report and raised the following issues:

· The report outlined two separate areas of monitoring (1) the uptake and use of ART by ethnicity (2) the outcomes of children born from ART.  It was noted that these areas are separate, but both relate to ACART’s functions under the HART Act s.35(2) (a).

· It was noted that information regarding uptake of ART reflects issues of equity of access to ART technology.  The Committee decided to concentrate on this area of monitoring first.

· Further information is required by the Committee regarding: what information is currently collected, the consistency of data by region, Committee options for data access, and generally does this data provide ACART with sufficient information to perform its functions under the HART Act s.35(2) (a).

· It was noted that an overview of availability of and access to ART data would involve two phases (1) a report from the Secretariat outlining what information is collected, access to that information and the quality of collected information (2) ACART recommendations concerning future data collection and use with respect to monitoring.

The National Perinatal Statistics Unit February 2006 report: Assisted Reproduction Technology in Australia and New Zealand 2003 was tabled.

Action

Secretariat to produce a phase 1 report for the Committee.

7.
Report on combined ECART/ACART meeting and public forum (A06/03)

The Committee noted the report and raised the following issues:

· While ACART has a requirement to liaise with ECART under the HART Act s.35(1) (c) liaison is already in place through ex officio attendance at committee meetings.

· Given that ACART will be involved in extensive public consultation in 2006 and currently has a full work program, a public forum may be unnecessary.

· In order to gain public attendance an interesting topic, issue, or debate would be needed.  Perhaps ACART could host a session at an event organised by some other group.

The Committee decided that it would not add a public forum to ACART’s work program at the moment and noted that ECART will be reviewing a similar report at the March meeting.

Action

Secretariat to add an overview of ACART’s comments to the report to go to ECART.

8.
Report on Resources for ACART (A06/04)

The Committee discussed the report and noted the following issues regarding subscription to the PET database:

· The cost of the database was quite substantial

· The Secretariat has negotiated a reduced cost for three person access.

· The Ministry of Health Library and other Ministry departments are not willing to share costs on such a specialised database

· The major benefit of the database is the collated information it will provide to the Secretariat who in turn will pass this on to the Committee.

· While the cost of the database was substantial and only covered one year’s subscription, the first year would be of the most benefit.

· It was noted that ACART has significant funds available until the end of the financial year.

The Committee decided to subscribe to the PET database for one year.

Actions

The Secretariat to organise subscription to the PET database

The Secretariat to investigate if subsequent annual subscription would be at a lower cost.

The Committee discussed membership to ESHRE and ASRM and discussed the following issues:

· The benefits of membership

· The low cost of annual membership

The Committee decided to fund Chairperson membership to ESHRE and ASRM.

Action

The Secretariat to facilitate ESHRE and ASRM membership for the Chairperson.

9.
Update on ACART website

The Secretariat gave a verbal report on the ACART website, and noted the following:

· The website went live on 15/02/06

· Now that the website is live the Secretariat can organise the additional links noted at the previous meeting.

Actions

Members to review the website and provide any comments to Secretariat.

The Secretariat to organise the NECAHR website to link through to the ACART and ECART websites.

The Secretariat to include additional links previously identified.

10.
Updated working group timetables and terms of reference

The Committee noted the updated terms of reference and timetables for each working group and discussed the following:

· The use of ‘guidelines’ in the Terms of Reference for the Research Working Group was considered incorrect and misleading

· The Terms of Reference for the Research Working Group should make explicit reference to the HART Act section 37

· Concern over the various timelines considering the extensive public consultation ACART must undertake this year

· The Chairperson noted that she had already requested the Secretariat produce an extensive scoping report outlining various consultation methods and practicalities, and that this report will address timeline issues for ACART. 

Actions

Secretariat to make suggested changes to Research Working Group Terms of Reference.

Secretariat to produce a scoping report outlining consultation options and practicalities.

Secretariat to also review wording of Terms of Reference for other Working Groups to ensure consistency with the HART legislation.

11.
Correspondence

The Chair noted that the agenda be updated to include incoming correspondence and outgoing correspondence.

The Committee noted the following correspondence:

· ACART letter to Fertility Plus regarding their draft Guidelines for ART for HIV infected patients (A06/17)

· Revised ACART letter to the Minister of Health (A06/18)

· ACART letter to the Ministry of Health regarding the Embryonic Stem Cell consultation document (A06/19)

· LATE ITEM: Ministry of Health Letter to ACART regarding Embryonic Stem Cell consultation document (A06/20).

12.
Report on member’s handbook (A06/05)

The Committee discussed the following additions to the members’ handbook:

· Member attendance

· Ex-officio ACART attendance at ECART meetings

· Processes for editing and approval of Minutes

· A glossary of terms and abbreviations

· Appointment of a Chairperson for each working group.

The Committee noted that the member’s handbook will be regularly reviewed. 

Action

Secretariat to update the member’s handbook.

13.
HRC ethics brochure

The Committee noted the proposed HRC ethics brochure and discussed the following issues:

· The brochure does not highlight various distinctions between ethics committees, such as policy or operational, statutory or non-statutory, accredited or non accredited

· Some accredited operational committees (IECs) are not included

· The value of the brochure

· The target audience 

· The possibility of an internet site which illustrates an overview of the New Zealand ethics sector and links to various websites

· The possibility of an ACART brochure to hand out during public consultations.

Actions

Secretariat to draft a response letter to the HRC outlining issues raised by the Committee.

Secretariat to investigate options for an ACART brochure.

14.
Report on sperm donation by Gay men (A06/07)

The Committee noted the report and that this issue does not directly concern ACART.  The Chair noted that the report highlighted the importance of ‘mapping’ ACART‘s work program and functions against the HART Act, the established procedures, the RTAC Code of Practice, the draft Fertility Services Standards, and other legislation.

15.
Appointment of ACART Deputy Chairperson (A06/09)

The Chair led a discussion on the duties of the Deputy Chairperson.

· The Chair nominated Gareth Jones as the Deputy Chairperson

· John Forman seconded the nomination

· All present Committee members agreed to the nomination 

· Gareth Jones accepted the position.

16.
Media interactions involving ACART

No ACART interactions with the media were noted.

17.
Report of proposed ACART Media Policy (A06/09)

The Committee reviewed the proposed media policy and agreed it should be added to the member’s handbook.  It was noted that on matters relating to Maori cultural issues the spokesperson should liaise with any available Maori member of ACART prior to media comment.  The media policy should reflect this

Action

Secretariat to revise the draft policy and include in the member’s handbook.

18.
New Developments in ART

No significant new developments in ART techniques were noted by the Secretariat or the Committee.

19.
Policy and Legislative Developments overseas (A06/10)

· The Lockhart review was tabled (Australia)

· The Human Genetics Commission Report Making Babies: Reproductive decisions and genetic technologies was tabled (UK).

The Committee discussed the Lockhart review and noted:

· The report only provides recommendations

· The Committee was interested whether any specific consultation with Aboriginal communities had been undertaken.

The Committee discussed the updated situation of Hwang Woo-suk (Korea) and noted the review of the HFE Act (UK).

Actions

Secretariat to send copies of the Human Genetics Commission Report to all members.

Secretariat to investigate the consultation process used during the Lockhart Review, particularly that involving the Aboriginal community. 

20.
Discussion of overlap between the HART Act and other legislation

Jenny Hawes led a discussion of various legislation relevant to ACART’s work program, which identified the following:

· Human Tissue Act.

 This Act is currently under review.  The Act will not cover human gametes but will cover imported human embryonic stem cell lines.  The HART Act covers human gametes and the preparation of human embryonic stem cells in New Zealand.

· The HSNO Act

· The Coroner’s Act

· The Royal Commission’s Report on New Issues in Legal Parenthood is likely to be tabled in Parliament by early March.
21.
Chairperson’s report

The Chairperson reported back to the Committee on her attendance at the following conferences:

· Bioethics conference: ‘Making people better’ 10-12 February, Dunedin

ACART funded the following members’ attendance:

-Richard Fisher

-John Forman

-Gareth Jones

-Mihi Namana

-Sylvia Rumball

-David Tamatea

The Ministry of Health funded the Secretariat’s attendance.

Those who attended reported back to the Committee.

Maori members who had attended reported that during the conference they had discussed consistency of Maori input into the different topics ACART is currently working on.  After further discussion it was agreed that the Secretariat would facilitate the three Maori members of ACART to discuss this matter further at a teleconference and report back to the Committee at the next ACART meeting. 

· UNESCO conference: 13 February, Dunedin

The Ministry of Health funded one member of the Secretariat to attend.  The Chair attended as a UNESCO delegate.

Action

Secretariat to circulate the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to Committee members.

Secretariat to inquire if other statutory committee members are paid for conference attendance and report back to ACART.

Secretariat to facilitate teleconference of Maori ACART members.

22.
Budget

The Secretariat provided an oral report on the budget.

23.
Requests for attendance at meetings/conferences (A06/11)

The Committee discussed upcoming conferences/meetings:

· Annual Meeting of the European Society of Human Reproduction and Embryology (ESHRE) 2006

· Fertility Society of Australia Conference 2006

· Imperial College London conference ‘Designing Human Life’ 2006.

The Committee decided that the attendance of one ACART member at the ESHRE conference could be valuable for networking purposes. 

The Committee decided that several members might attend the Fertility Society of Australia Conference.

The Committee discussed possibilities for Secretariat development.

24.
Applications to ECART

ECART applications from 28-29 November 2005 were tabled.

25.
Table of ECART decisions (A06/12)

The Committee noted the table of ECART decisions.

26.
ECART report from the 28-29 November 2005 (A06/13)

The Committee noted the report, and discussed the issues around surrogacy.

The Committee noted the ECART agenda and minutes.

Actions

Secretariat to continue to include the following in each ACART agenda:

· report from ECART highlighting relevant issues

·  table of ECART approvals and declines

· minutes from ECART’s previous meeting

· agenda from ECART’s previous meeting

27.
Discussion of Annual Report

The Chair led a discussion about ACART’s duty to produce an annual report.  It was noted that ACART is to include a report on ECART’s decisions in this annual report.

Actions

Secretariat to provide a report to the Committee regarding the timing and content of the annual report.

28.
Report from Research Working Group Chairperson (A06/14)

The RWG Chairperson reported back to the Committee on the progress of the embryo research discussion document.  The following were discussed:

· Review of work contracted out

· Draft consultation document

· Timeline for consultation

· Submissions booklet

· Consultation process

29.
Report from New Guidelines Working Group Chairperson (A06/15)

The NGWG Chairperson reported back to the Committee on the progress of the use of cryopreserved mature eggs working document.  The following issues were discussed:

· Details of work contracted out

· Direction of the discussion document

· Clarification that the topic concerns mature eggs rather than immature eggs

30.
Report from the Revised Guidelines Working Group Chairperson (A06/16)

The RGWG Chairperson reported back to the Committee on the progress of gametes derived from deceased.  The following issues were discussed:

· The new direction of the discussion document

· The informal meeting with the Health and Disability Commissioner

Actions

Secretariat to update working group terms of reference and working group titles to reflect the true nature of the required tasks.  Each working group topic needs to be fully mapped against the HART Act, established procedures, interim guidelines for ECART, RTAC Code of Practice and the Fertility Services Standards. 

Secretariat to ensure discussion document refers to cryopreserved mature eggs not cryopreserved eggs.

31.
Confirmation of next meeting date

The Committee confirmed: the next work program meeting would be held on 7 April 2006, the next general ACART meeting would be held 12 May 2006, and the date for the July meeting may have to be reconsidered.

32.
Meeting Closed

The Chair closed the meeting at 4.05pm.
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