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Minutes of the Fifty-fourth meeting of the 

Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology

Held on 24 April 2015 at the Wellington Airport Conference Centre, Wellington

Present 
Mike Legge (Acting Chair)
Karen Buckingham

Jonathan Darby

Nikki Horne

Kathleen Logan

Sue McKenzie
Barry Smith 
In attendance

Brian Fergus (ECART member in attendance)

Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Hayley Robertson (ACART Secretariat)
Jeannie Cozens (ACART Secretariat)

Apologies

Alison Douglass
1.
Welcome
The Acting Chair welcomed Brian Fergus from ECART.
The Acting Chair also welcomed Dr Kathleen Logan, recently appointed to ACART to the statutory role as member able to articulate the interests of children.  A person appointed to this role must at the time of appointment hold the office of Children’s Commissioner or be a representative or an employee of the person who holds that role.  Kathleen introduced herself: she is Senior Adviser Advocacy at the Office of the Children’s Commissioner.  Prior to this role Kathleen was a research scientist in reproduction and genetics.
The Acting Chair welcomed Jeannie Cozens, who has been assisting ACART and the Secretariat in finalising the discussion document for the forthcoming public consultation on proposed advice to the Minister of Health on informed consent requirements. 

Members introduced themselves and welcomed Brian, Kathleen and Jeannie. 

Members extended condolences to Barry Smith on the recent death of his daughter.
2.
Opening comments
The Acting Chair invited Karen Buckingham to make opening comments. 
Karen reflected on how quickly some areas of technology move at times.
· An example is the advances in the use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue.  When ACART received a technical report in 2010 on the use of such tissue, the procedure was at a comparatively early stage of development.  In contrast, the technical report received in 2014 showed that there had been significant advances, including more reported births internationally. 

· Another example is uterine transplantation.  This was first attempted, unsuccessfully, in 1931. In 2011 doctors in Turkey transplanted a uterus from a deceased person, unsuccessfully.  Other attempts elsewhere also failed.  At that stage successful transplantation and subsequent pregnancy appeared unlikely.
· A Swedish research team focused on uterine transplantation was established in the late 1990s.  Surrogacy is not permitted in Sweden, so women without a uterus cannot establish a family through assisted reproduction.
· The approach of that team was to undertake animal research before attempting transplants in humans.   The team has focused on uterine transplants from living donors.   The team concluded that women born without a uterus are the ideal recipients, because women who have had their uterus removed as part of cancer treatment could have experienced pelvic scarring from radiation.  

· The transplant surgery is very complex and lengthy.  In some cases women have needed to have the transplanted uterus removed. 
· The first child following uterine transplantation was born in October 2014. The pregnancy was not easy: the child was born at 31 weeks.  Other pregnancies have been reported.
2.
Apologies

Apologies were received from Alison Douglass.
3.
Approval of the agenda

Members approved the agenda.

Action

· Secretariat to place the agenda on ACART’s website.

4.
Declarations of interests

Members did not declare any interests in regard to matters on the agenda. 

5.
 Minutes of ACART’s meeting of 12 December 2014
Members present at the meeting of 13 February 2015 approved the minutes. 

Action
· Secretariat to place minutes on ACART’s website.

6.
Actions arising 

Members noted the status of actions arising from the 13 February 2015 meeting.
Members noted reports deferred to ACART’s June 2015 meeting:
· the annual ECART monitoring report, and
· the further report on the regulatory framework in regard to collection/use of gametes from comatose and deceased individuals.
7.
Work programme 

Members noted the status of projects on the work programme.

Members noted that ACART had not yet received a response from the Associate Minister about ACART’s proposed new projects. 

The Secretariat noted that a report would be provided to ACART’s June meeting with a view to ACART resuming work on the second stage of the guidelines review (following the conclusion of review of the eligibility criteria in the surrogacy and family donation guidelines). 

Action

· Secretariat to report to ACART’s June 2015 meeting describing work already undertaken in regard to the second stage of the guidelines review, and recommending next steps. 
8. 
Draft discussion document re requirements for informed consent

Members noted that the Informed Consent Working Group had met twice since ACART’s February meeting: a meeting in person on 13 March 2015 and by teleconference on 13 April 2015.  The purpose of the meetings was to continue development of the discussion document for public consultation on proposed advice to the Minister of Health on requirements for informed consent in relation to human assisted reproductive technology (s.38(d) of the Human Assisted Reproductive Technology Act 2004). 
Members considered the most recent draft of the discussion document, including comments forwarded by the Chair, and agreed further amendments.

Members agreed next steps:

· The Secretariat would amend the document as agreed by members, and circulate to the Chair and Acting Chair, for the Acting Chair’s sign off.
· The finalised document would be edited, formatted and published, with a view to beginning public consultation in mid-June 2015.
· The Chair would advise the Associate Minister about the public consultation.
· The Secretariat would circulate a proposed consultation plan for members’ review.
· Members should forward any amendments and/or additions to the list previously circulated by the Secretariat of individuals and organisations to be sent the discussion document and invited to provide feedback to ACART’s proposed advice. 
· The Secretariat would make consultation arrangements as agreed by members.
Members noted that Mike Legge and Sue McKenzie would be presenting a workshop on some of the proposals at the Annual Conference of the Australasian Bioethics and Health Law Association, 25-28 June 2015 in Wellington. 
Actions

· Secretariat to amend the discussion document in accord with members’ agreement.
· Chair and Acting Chair to review the amended document.
· Acting Chair to sign off finalised document.
· Secretariat to arrange editing, formatting and publication of the finalised document.
· Secretariat to circulate proposed consultation plan for members’ review. 
· Members to forward any additions and/or amendments to ACART’s consultation list. 
· Secretariat to make consultation arrangements as agreed by members. 
9. 
Operations of HART Act

a)
ECART decisions
Members noted the minutes of the ECART meeting on 5 March 2015 and summaries of the applications considered by ECART. 

Members noted the apparent increase in the number of surrogacy cases. 

Action
· Secretariat to ask the ECART Secretariat about progress with an application form in respect of the Guidelines on Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis with Human Leucocyte Antigen Tissue Typing. 
10.      Stakeholder liaison and relationships, including correspondence
Members noted correspondence with the Associate Minister of Health and the Ministry of Health, and also noted general correspondence.   No correspondence was received from or sent to ECART. 

The Secretariat noted that a report would be provided to ACART’s June 2015 meeting to enable members to decide next steps in regard to a recently received letter from the Ministry of Health.  Members noted the letter and the subject matter were protected by legal privilege.

Action

· Secretariat to provide a report to ACART’s June 2015 meeting to enable members to decide next steps in regard to a recently received letter from the Ministry of Health. 
11.
Secretariat Report to ACART

Members noted the Secretariat report.
Members noted forthcoming changes in Secretariat staffing.
· Martin Kennedy would be joining the Secretariat as a Senior Policy Analyst in early May. 

· Betty-Ann Kelly would be taking six months leave from late June.

12.      Conclusion of the meeting

The next ACART meeting is scheduled for 19 June 2015.  The meeting will be held in Wellington. 

The meeting closed at 1.30pm.
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