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Minutes of the Fifty-second meeting of the 
Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology


Held on 12 December 2014 at the Wellington Airport Conference Centre, Wellington


Present 
Alison Douglass (Acting Chair)
John Angus 
Karen Buckingham
Jonathan Darby
Nikki Horne
Sue McKenzie
Barry Smith
In attendance
Adriana Gunder (ECART member in attendance)
Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)
Hayley Robertson (ACART Secretariat)
Dev Oza (Manager, Business Services and Committee Support, Ministry of Health) 12.00pm-2.00pm
Helen Colebrook (Manager, Health and Disability Ethics Committees, Ministry of Health) 9.00am-11.00am
Helen Martin (ACART Secretariat) 12.00pm-2.00pm
Sonja Goedeke (presenter) 9.00am -11.00am
Apologies
Mike Legge


1.	Welcome 
The meeting opened at 8.50am.
The Acting Chair welcomed Adriana Gunder from ECART
Opening comments 
The Acting Chair invited Barry Smith to discuss responsiveness in regards to ACART’s work. 
Barry’s discussion began by posing the question, how does something survive against capitalism?  He discussed three main points.
· A major pressure is the globalisation of bioethics.  ACART needs to be aware of bioethical frameworks that discard the unique features of specific nations and culture. The question arises, how should ACART address cultural responsiveness?  The Committee does this by providing a view of care and sensitivity around specific issues: for instance, taking account of Māori views and the interests of those who do not have a voice, including potential children.
· We all share cultural and political responsibility to protect the things that are local and unique.  This requires courage, and the risk of attracting ridicule.
The Acting Chair noted that ACART had noted the need for more members in ACART’s Briefing to the Incoming Minister.  More members would enlarge the range of perspectives contributing to ACART’s work. 
2.	Apologies
Apologies were received from Mike Legge.
3.	Approval of the agenda
Members approved the agenda.
Action
· Secretariat to place the agenda on ACART’s website.
4.	Declarations of interests
Nikki Horne noted that she had resigned from her position on the Board of Fertility New Zealand.
Action
· Secretariat to update declarations of interests.
5.	Minutes of ACART’s meeting of 8 August 2014
Members present at the meeting of 17 October 2014 approved the minutes. 
Action
· Secretariat to place minutes on ACART’s website.
6.	Actions arising 
Members noted the status of actions arising from the 17 October 2014 meeting.
7.	Work programme 
Members noted the status of projects on the work programme. 
The Acting Chair noted that the posthumous use of gametes and the use of cryopreserved tissue would be priority work for 2015. 
The paper on the regulatory framework concerned with the posthumous use of gametes is deferred until ACART’s February 2015 meeting.
ACART will receive a draft of the commissioned technical report on the use of cryopreserved tissue in December  2014.
Action
· Secretariat to circulate the draft cryopreservation report to members
8.	Embryo donation- presentation by Sonja Goedeke about the findings of her doctoral research on embryo donation
The Acting Chair congratulated Sonja on the completion of her doctorate, and thanked her for coming to the meeting to share her findings.  
Points noted in Sonja’s detailed presentation included:
· The New Zealand context for embryo donation is unique.  The ACART-ECART framework involves recipients and donors meeting for joint counselling.
· There is a lot of international interest in New Zealand practice and outcomes.  
· In many cases, both donors and recipients draw on an adoption metaphor to understand embryo donation.  Adoption provides a familiar model of family building.
· Participants in the research saw access to information about genetic relationships as critical for offspring and their genetic siblings. 
· For recipients, embryo donation offered the chance to bond through gestation, to control the prenatal environment and to be legal parents from birth.  
Action
· Secretariat to make notes on Sonja’s presentation to circulate to ACART members for future reference.
9.	Advice on informed consent – Working Group report
Members noted the first draft of the discussion document, taking into account that some proposals and content required further elaboration.  

Members agreed additional content to be included in the discussion document, including:
· noting the themes of the proposals
· explaining why informed consent requirements in respect of human reproductive research are outside the scope of the proposed advice
· the provision of information is distinct from consent,
Actions
· Jonathan Darby to
· draft content in regard to disability and forward to the Secretariat for inclusion in the document
· consider comments on informed consent by the Health and Disability Commissioner in an earlier submission to ACART
· The Secretariat to continue drafting the discussion document , for further consideration by the Working Group
· The Working Group to report progress to ACART’s February 2015 meeting. 
10.	Operations of the HART Act
a) Report on ECART decisions
Members deferred the item to ACART’s February 2015 meeting.  
b) ACART’s Terms of Reference – amendments
Members deferred the item to ACART’s February 2015 meeting.    
c) Surrogacy research, Canterbury University
Members noted that the Acting Chair had written to the New Zealand Law Foundation in support of a proposal by Canterbury University researchers to review the regulation of surrogacy. 
d) Potential ACART papers for conference
Members noted that the 2015 conference of the Australasian Association of Bioethics and Health Law will be held in Wellington on 25-28 June 2015.  
The Acting Chair suggested that members consider submitting abstracts for presentation at the conference.  Abstracts were due by 9 February 2015. 
Sue McKenzie indicated that she would be interested in participating in a presentation. 
Members noted that a presentation could be part of ACART’s forthcoming public consultation proposed advice about informed consent requirements.  

Actions
· Secretariat to contact Mike Legge to see if he was interested in leading a potential ACART presentation.
· Secretariat to circulate a draft abstract focused on consultation on informed consent proposals.
· Members to circulate any other abstracts that they wish to submit for an ACART presentation. 
· Secretariat to submit any finalised abstracts. 
11.	Governance
a)  Acting Chair’s report
Members noted the Acting Chair’s report.
b)  Members’ reports	
There were no members’ reports. 
12.	Stakeholder liaison and relationships, including correspondence
Members noted correspondence with ECART, the Associate Minister of Health and the Ministry of Health, and general correspondence.
13.	Secretariat Report to ACART
Members noted the Secretariat report.
14.	Farewell to John Angus
Members farewelled John Angus and thanked him for his significant contributions to ACART’s work as a member and Chair.  
Dev Oza thanked him on behalf of the Ministry of Health. 
15.       Conclusion of the meeting
The next ACART meeting is scheduled for 13 February 2015.  The meeting will be held in Wellington. 
The meeting closed at 2.30pm.
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