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Minutes of the Thirty-sixth meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology

AD20-86-5

Held on 18 November 2011
Tower Building, 50 Customhouse Quay, Wellington

Present 
John Angus (Chair)
Karen Buckingham
Alison Douglass

Cilla Henry
Nikki Horne

Andrew Shelling
Judy Turner

Mike Legge
In attendance

Adriana Gunder (ECART member in attendance)
Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Vicky Baynes (ACART Secretariat)
Megan Larken (ACART Secretariat)
1.
Welcome

The Chair extended a particular welcome to the two new members, Judy Turner and Mike Legge, and also to Adriana Gunder, the ECART member in attendance.  He acknowledged the work of the three members who had completed their terms with ACART at the previous meeting (Sylvia Rumball, Richard Randerson and Gareth Jones).  
2.
Apologies
There were no apologies.
3.
Agenda

The Chair suggested that selection of a deputy chair be deferred to the next meeting. The Committee agreed and confirmed the agenda. 
The Chair suggested that future agenda papers be collated in a way that makes it easier to identify and separate confidential papers from non-confidential material. The Committee agreed that future agendas should be collated in three categories:

· Papers created for ACART and which are confidential to ACART

· Notes about applications to ECART

· General information that is not confidential to ACART. 
The Chair tabled a thinkpiece s by Richard Randerson on ethical decision making. Richard had provided the thinkpiece as part of a presentation the previous day at the new members’ training day. 

Action
Secretariat to provide future agendas in the agreed style. 
4.
Declarations of interests
No conflicts were declared in regard to items on the agenda.  
The new members, Judy Turner and Mike Legge discussed their interests.  Alison Douglass and Andrew Shelling noted amendments to the list of their interests.
Action

Judy Turner to provide the Secretariat with a written list of her interests. 
Secretariat to amend the list of interests in the Declarations of Interests document to include new members’ interests and changes to the interests of Alison Douglass and Andrew Shelling.

5.
Minutes of ACART’s meetings of 14 October 2011 

Members present at the meeting on 14 October 2011 confirmed the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting.  Members expressed approval of the more informative style of minuting and agreed that this should continue.
Action
Secretariat to place the minutes on ACART’s website. 

6.
Actions arising 

Members noted progress made re actions arising from previous meetings. 
The Chair noted that ACART had previously agreed, at ACART’s October 2011 meeting, to write to ECART to clarify ECART’s approach to considering the implications of guideline 3(a)(iv) of the Guidelines on the creation and use, for reproductive purposes, of an embryo created from donated eggs in conjunction with donated sperm.  The Chair noted that he had decided to discuss the matter in  a future meeting with the ECART Chair rather than send correspondence at this time.
The Chair asked that all actions arising be included in the actions arising report, rather than be spread across that report and the work programme report.

Action
Secretariat to include all actions arising in future reports. 
7.
Advice to the Minister on human reproductive research
The Committee noted that there were no items. New members agreed it would be useful to receive some information about the status of this work. 
Action

Secretariat to provide a background paper for the March 2012 ACART meeting. 
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology
(i)
Import/export project 
The Secretariat briefly updated members on the status of the import/export project, noting:

· ACART had agreed some preliminary policy positions on advice to the Minister on the import/export of sperm, eggs and embryos
· The preliminary policy positions were to form the basis of public consultation. 
· ACART had delegated to a working group the drafting of a public discussion document.
· ACART would need to form a new working group to progress this work as all three members of the working group were no longer ACART members

· There appeared to be considerable interest in the fertility sector in the project’s progress.   
Members agreed that, given the changes to ACART membership, the Secretariat should provide the next ACART meeting with a paper about the work, including the preliminary policy positions reached by ACART and the draft public discussion document.  

Action 

Secretariat to circulate the current draft discussion document for members’ information. 

Secretariat to prepare a paper for the next ACART meeting including:

· Draft public consultation document

· Background information on the import/export project

(ii)
Informed consent 

Members considered a Secretariat paper concerned with proposed advice to the Minister on informed consent requirements. 

The Chair explained that this project is at the stage of a draft consultation document containing several proposals for ACART’s advice to the Minister.  Following the public consultation phase, ACART would finalise its advice to the Minister of Health.  At this meeting, the aim was for members to either confirm the proposals or identify any that need further consideration.  

Members agreed some of the proposals as they stood, and noted that  others require further consideration. 
Members agreed that a working group be formed to meet in February to consider outstanding matters and report back to ACART in March. 

Five members volunteered to form a working group. 
Action

Secretariat to organise a working group meeting in February 2012

Secretariat to prepare a paper for the working group with fuller discussion of the matters which ACART wished to consider further. 

Working group to report back to ACART in March 2012. 

9.
Consultation with Minister of Health (s41(2))
The Committee noted two guidelines where  ACART is either in consultation with the Minister of Health or due to begin consultation with the Minister of Health: 

· Guidelines on preimplantation genetic diagnosis with human leukocyte antigen tissue typing (consultation began in 2009, with further advice provided in July 2011)

· Guidelines on extending the storage period of gametes and embryos (due to be sent to the Minister for consultation in the New Year, in conjunction with Ministry of Health parallel advice.  
Members noted that ACART had not routinely received copies of the Ministry’s parallel advice, and agreed it would be useful to. 

Action
Chair to seek agreement from the Ministry of Health to providing ACART with copies of Ministry parallel advice where ACART consults with the Minister or advises the Minister. 

10. Development/Review of ACART Guidelines (s35(2)(a)
Guidelines on Surrogacy Arrangements involving Providers of Fertility Services
Members noted that there had been a complaint that ACART’s Guidelines on Surrogacy Arrangements involving Providers of Fertility Services discriminated against same sex couples on the basis of sex and sexual orientation.  
The Chair reported that he had met the complainants at a mediation meeting at the Human Rights Commission on 8 November. The complaint had been resolved with a settlement agreement. 
Members noted that ACART will review its guidelines to remove any unlawful discrimination. 

Members agreed that the review should include considering criteria in other guidelines in which reference was made to medical conditions (these are: guidelines on surrogacy, embryo donation, use of donated eggs with donated sperm, and family gamete donation). 

Members discussed a Secretariat paper on the subject of male couples, single men and parenting. 
Members agreed that a working group be formed to progress the review.  Five members volunteered to be on the working group, to meet in February 2012 and report back to ACART’s March 2012 meeting.  
The Chair noted that ACART should routinely seek advice to ensure that its guidelines met the requirements of the Bill of Rights Act and the Human Rights Act.
Action

Secretariat to organise a working group meeting in February 2012.

Secretariat to provide the working group with a paper on the scope of the review, with policy options for consideration.

Working group to report back to ACART’s March 2012 meeting. 
Chair to write to the incoming Minister of Health to advise him/her of progress on the complaint to the HRC. 

11.
Advice to the Minister on new assisted reproductive procedures (s6)

The Committee noted that there were no items. 

12. Monitoring application and health outcomes (35(2)(a))

(i) Update re obtaining New Zealand-specific ANZARD analysis

Members were provided with a one-page summary of the ANZARD 2009 report’s findings in relation to New Zealand. 
The Secretariat updated members on plans to commission a New Zealand-specific report using the data ANZARD already collects from New Zealand fertility clinics.  Three members volunteered to support the Secretariat in the project. 
Action

Secretariat, with member support, to progress establishing a contract for analysis of New Zealand-specific ANZARD data. 
13. Work programme for 2011/12 

Members agreed to the Chair’s suggestion that the three priorities for ACART in 2011/12 were:
a) Guidelines review arising from the complaint to the Human Rights Commission
b) Informed consent project

c) Import/export project.

The Chair noted that he would seek a meeting with the Minister of Health next year, at which he would discuss ACART’s work programme. 

13.
Monitoring developments in human reproductive research (s35(2)(b))
The Committee noted there were no items. 
14.
Monitoring decisions of ECART

(i) 
Monitoring ECART decisions
Members noted the minutes of ECART’s September 2011 meeting, the summary of ECART applications provided by the ECART Secretariat, and an ACART Secretariat paper.

Members agreed that the decisions made by ECART at its meeting appeared to be consistent with guidelines and advice issued by ACART.  
15.
Advice to ECART (s35(1)(a))
No items.
16. 
Governance

(i)
Chair’s report

The Chair noted that he planned to visit fertility clinics as part of developing stakeholder relationships in the fertility sector.   

Members discussed a tabled short thinkpiece by Richard Randerson on a potential  ethical decision-making framework for ACART, and noted the value of ethical analysis when developing policy.  The Chair noted he would contact Professor Gareth Jones to discuss a potential approach. 

Members also noted the importance of the 2008 study by Dr Marewa Glover on Maori attitudes to assisted human reproduction (provided to all members). 
Action

Chair to contact Professor Gareth Jones to discuss potential ethical frameworks for analysis. 

(ii) Select interim Deputy Chair

The Committee noted that the selection of a Deputy Chair would be postponed until ACART’s March 2012 meeting.
(iii)
Members’ reports

The Committee noted there were no items.
 (iv - v) Liaison and relationships, including correspondence

Members noted all correspondence. 
18.
Administration

(i) 
Secretariat report to ACART

Members noted the Secretariat report.
19.
Meeting concluded

The meeting closed at 1.45 pm.
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