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Minutes of the Thirty-first meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  

AD20-86-5

Held on 11 March 2011
Airport Conference Centre
Wellington

Present

Sylvia Rumball (Chair) 

Richard Randerson (Deputy Chair)

John Angus

Karen Buckingham
Nikki Horne

Gareth Jones 
Andrew Shelling

Apologies
Cilla Henry
In attendance

Kate Davenport (Chair, ECART) (10.30am – 1pm)
Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Vicky Baynes (ACART Secretariat)

Vanessa Roberts (ACART Secretariat)

1.
Welcome

Sylvia Rumball opened the meeting at 8.45am. She welcomed new members, noting that this occasion was their first ACART meeting. 

Members introduced themselves to one another.

The Chair reported that one of the new members appointed, Kate McKenzie-Bridle, had resigned.  The Ministry was calling for nominations to fill the vacant role. The vacancy was for a statutory role (one or more members with expertise in relevant areas of the law) and therefore ACART could not exercise its statutory powers (for instance, to issue guidelines) until a new member was appointed. 

2.
Apologies

The Committee noted apologies from Cilla Henry. 
3.
Agenda

The Committee approved the agenda.
Action

Secretariat to place the agenda on the website.
4.
Declarations of interests
The Committee noted members had no conflicts of interest in regard to items on the agenda. 

5.
Minutes of ACART’s meeting on 26 November 2010  

Members present at the 26 November 2010 meeting confirmed the minutes as an accurate record of the meetings. 

Action
Secretariat to place the minutes on ACART’s website. 

6.
Actions arising 

Members noted progress with actions arising from the last meeting. 
7.
Advice to the Minister on human reproductive research
The Committee noted that there were no items. 
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology
(i)
Import/export project
Members reviewed a draft public consultation discussion document with recommendations from the Import/Export Working Group’s meeting of 16 February 2011.
Members confirmed preliminary policy views, and agreed changes to be made to the substance and structure of the document. 

Action

Secretariat to amend the document in accord with members’ feedback.  

Secretariat to organise, in consultation with working group members, a meeting in April to consider the amended draft discussion document, with a view to reporting back to ACART’s May meeting. 
(ii)
Informed consent 

Members noted that work to draft a discussion document was underway but was unlikely to be progressed until mid 2011 due to priority being given to other work items.
9.
Consultation with Minister of Health

(i)
Draft guidelines on the use of PGD with HLA tissue typing – update
The Chair reported that the Secretariat had provided her with a draft report to the Minister, for her sign off.  Members had agreed in September 2010 to delegate to the Chair sign off of the report to the Minister.
10.
Development / Review of ACART guidelines 
(i)
Proposed guidelines on extending the storage period of gametes and embryos – update on public consultation
Members noted a Secretariat report on progress with public consultation.  
Members also noted:

· The public consultation period was being extended to 25 March 2011.  This was to allow time for feedback from individuals and organisations affected by the Christchurch earthquakes. In addition, there was concern that ACART might not be hearing from people who may be affected by the proposed guidelines.

· Fertility New Zealand (national consumer organisation based in Christchurch) had not had access to its member database but would soon be able to circulate a message to members.  A planned meeting of the Chair and the Deputy Chair with staff members from Repromed in Christchurch had been cancelled, to be replaced by a forthcoming teleconference on 15 March 2011. 

Members confirmed the importance of obtaining consumer feedback on the proposed guidelines. 

Members noted that until a new member was appointed to fill the statutory legal role, ACART would be unable to finalise guidelines for consultation with the Minister.   

Action
Secretariat to organise an extended storage working group meeting in April, to consider public feedback and report back with recommendations to ACART’s May meeting. The recommendations should include finalised guidelines, for consultation with the Minister, and a summary of submissions.  
Secretariat to draft, for the Chair’s signature, a letter to the Minister advising that without a member in the statutory legal role, ACART would not be able to finalise or issue the guidelines.

(ii)  Work in respect of guidelines for human reproductive research 

The Chair reported that, in response to an inquiry from the Minister’s office, she had advised the Minister’s office that ACART was not undertaking any work in respect of human reproductive research, in accord with the agreed ACART work programme. 

11.
Advice to the Minister of Health on new assisted reproductive        procedures
(i)
Use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue
Members noted a letter from the Ministry of Health advising that ACART would need to issue guidelines if clinical trials involving the use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue were to proceed.   
Members also noted key findings from the technical report provided by Professor Richard A Anderson (University of Edinburgh):

· In 2004 the first baby was born from the use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue.  There are published reports on fewer than a dozen babies born from the technique. 

· There is extremely limited information on the safety and efficacy of the procedure in humans, and no information about long term outcomes for children. 

· No cases have been reported of malignant disease following reimplantation of cryopreserved ovarian tissue.  However, evidence from animal studies shows that blood borne malignant cells can contaminate ovarian tissue and survive cryopreservation.

Members agreed not to proceed at this stage with further work on the use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue. The findings of the technical report, with ACART’s decision, would be reported to the Minister as part of proposals for ACART’s 2011/12 work programme.  

Members also agreed to keep a watching brief on the procedure. 

Action

Chair to write to ECART and clinics advising ACART’s decision. 

Chair to advise the Minister of Health about the findings of the technical report and ACART’s decision as part of the report on ACART’s proposed work programme for 2011/12. 
12.
Monitoring application and health outcomes
(i) 
Update re obtaining New Zealand-specific ANZARD analysis

The Committee noted that the Secretariat would continue exploring the possibility of obtaining a New Zealand specific report from the Australian and New Zealand Assisted Reproduction Database (ANZARD), as resourcing allowed.
13.
Monitoring developments in human reproductive research

Members noted that ACART currently undertakes its function of monitoring developments in human reproductive research through:

· Members and Secretariat sharing information relevant to ACART’s functions and work programme

· Members circulating any relevant papers they have authored

· Monitoring overseas horizon scans. 

Members also noted two scanning reports from the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority in the United Kingdom.
14.
Monitoring decisions of ECART

(i) 
Monitoring ECART decisions

Members noted the minutes of ECART’s 25 November 2010 meeting, the table of decisions, and a Secretariat paper.
Members agreed that the decisions made by ECART at its meeting appeared to be consistent with guidelines and advice issued by ACART

Members noted two cases from ECART’s July 2010 and November 2010 meetings to include in discussions with ECART on the scope of medical conditions criteria in ACART’s guidelines.  
Members also noted that ECART considered an application for a combined procedure at its November 2010 meeting (surrogacy and within family gamete donation), and did not refer in its minutes to the case involving combined procedures.  However, the Chair of ECART confirmed that the matter was considered under both sets of guidelines. 

Members discussed the new format of ECART’s Table of Decisions, and agreed that the new format made it difficult for ACART to understand the full background to applications.  
Action

The Chair of ECART to investigate the availability for ACART of the very full summaries of each application, prepared by the ECART Secretariat.
15.
Advice to ECART (s35(1)(a))

(i) 
Defining a medical condition 
Members noted a letter from ECART that was part of ongoing discussion between the committees on the scope of medical conditions criteria in guidelines.  Attached to the letter were examples of queries from clinics to ECART about the applicability of the guidelines to particular cases.  ECART expects the number of such queries to increase.

 Members noted two strands of work and associated decisions:

· In the short term: ACART could issue advice to ECART that clarified the intent of the current guidelines, but did not make new policy.  New policy would be significant and therefore require the usual public consultation phase.
· Longer term: ACART could undertake work (subject to the Minister’s agreement) to review the medical conditions criteria in guidelines.  
Members noted that a starting point, when clarifying the current guidelines, may be to consider what situations ACART intended to exclude from being covered by the guidelines. 

Members also noted that the practical effect of advice may be to provide for a relatively restricted group of cases to be covered by the guidelines. 

Action

Secretariat to provide a paper to the May 2011 ACART meeting with options for clarifying the intent of the current guidelines. 

Andrew Shelling to provide the Secretariat with information about the age range for menopause. 
16.
Governance

(i)
Chair’s report

The Committee noted the Chair’s report.
(ii)
Members’ reports
No items 
(iii)
Executive Group
The Chair noted that ACART’s Executive Group to date had comprised three members: the Chair, the Deputy Chair and one other member. 
Members agreed that in light of the reduced size of ACART, the Executive Group should now comprise the Chair and Deputy Chair only. 

The Chair also noted that ACART, before new members were appointed, had agreed that the Deputy Chair until July 2011 should be Richard Randerson. In July members would decide who should be Deputy Chair through to the end of the year. In November, ACART would revert to the established procedure of agreeing the Deputy Chair for the year ahead. 

Members confirmed Richard Randerson as Deputy Chair until July 2011. 
(iv) 
Training day for new members

The Chair reported that the Chair and Deputy Chair had held a training day for new members on 10 March 2011.
The day included some external presenters whose contributions very usefully conveyed the range of interests and stakeholders in ACART’s work: counsellors from Fertility Associates Wellington; Ministry of Health officials describing the Ministry’s functions in relation to the HART Act including providing parallel advice to the Minister when ACART gives advice to or consults with the Minister; and Huia Tomlins-Jahnke talking about bioethics frameworks and decision making in the context of Māori
 (v - vi)
Liaison and relationships, including correspondence

The Committee noted all correspondence.

17.
Administration

(i) 
Secretariat report to ACART

The Committee noted the Secretariat report. 

(ii) Work programme - update on progress
Members noted update on progress.
(iii)
Work programme for 2011/12 – options

Members noted a Secretariat paper on options for ACART’s work programme for 2011/12, to be agreed with the Minister.

Members agreed that the work programme for 2011/12 should continue work already in train. There was no member or Secretariat capacity at this stage to include new work items.  Should spare capacity become available, ACART would consult the Minister on new work. 

Action

Secretariat to draft, for ACART’s May meeting, a report to the Minister seeking agreement to ACART’s 2011/12 work programme.  
18.
Meeting concluded

The Committee agreed:

· the next meeting date: 13 May 2011
· the following working group meetings between full  ACART meetings:
· import / export working group – review amended draft discussion document 

· extending storage guidelines working group – review proposed guidelines in light of public submissions
· Executive Group meeting, if needed, before the next ACART meeting.

The meeting closed at 2.30pm.
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