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Minutes of the Twenty-eighth meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  
AD20-86-5

Held on 13 August 2010
Wellington Airport Conference Centre

Wellington

Present

Sylvia Rumball (Chair)
Ken Daniels (Deputy Chair)

Richard Fisher

Andrew Shelling

John Forman

Richard Randerson

Ian Hassall

Gareth Jones 
Maui Hudson 

Robyn Scott

Cilla Henry

Apologies
Mark Henaghan (available for legal input if required)
In attendance
Kate Davenport (Chair of ECART) (from 10a.m. – 1p.m.)
Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Melanie Brown (ACART Secretariat)

Vanessa Roberts (ACART Secretariat)

Fiona Coster (Ministry of Health)
Note: The Committee decided to defer some items, identified below, until a meeting on 10 September 2010. There was insufficient time at this meeting to consider those items.       
1.
Welcome

The Chair opened the meeting at 8.30a.m.  She welcomed Vanessa Roberts who is joining the ACART Secretariat for two days each week, and Fiona Coster from the Policy team in the Ministry’s Strategy and System Performance Directorate. 
2.
Apologies

The Committee noted apologies from Mark Henaghan.
3.
Agenda

The Committee approved the agenda.
4.
Declarations of interests
The Committee noted members had no conflicts of interest in regard to items on the agenda. 
5.
Minutes of the 14 May 2010 ACART meeting

The Committee confirmed the minutes as an accurate record of that meeting with agreed minor amendments. 
Action
Secretariat to amend the minutes as agreed and place the minutes on ACART’s website. 

6.
Actions arising 

The Committee noted progress with actions arising from the last meeting. 
7.
Advice to the Minister on human reproductive research
The Committee noted that there were no items to report.
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology
(i)
Import/export project
The Committee noted that the import/export working group will meet on 6 September 2010 to consider policy positions for recommendation to ACART.  
 (ii)
Informed consent
The members deferred this item until the next ACART meeting on 10 September 2010.  

9.
Consultation with Minister of Health
(i)
Draft guidelines on the use of donated eggs with donated sperm 

Request from the Minister of Health

The Committee noted a request from the Minister of Health for ACART to advise him on a matter. 

The Committee agreed two options for review by a working group, noting that:

· ACART shared the Minister’s concern for the health and wellbeing of children. 

· ACART’s advice should be based on evidence about the merits of each option.
· The advice should illustrate the impacts of options on people seeking to use the procedure. 

The Committee agreed to establish a working group, to comprise Sylvia Rumball, Ken Daniels, Ian Hassall, and Richard Randerson. 

Action

Secretariat to draft a paper for a working group meeting by late August / early September, and organise the meeting. 

Members to forward any relevant material to the Secretariat for incorporation into the paper.
The working group to report back to ACART’s 10 September meeting. 

Chair to inform Minister’s office of progress and that ACART plans to provide advice by mid-September.
Correspondence received on the draft guidelines

The Committee noted two emails received by the Acting Chair following a media report that it might soon be possible to use donated eggs with donated sperm for treatment in New Zealand.  The media report had been circulated overseas.

The Committee agreed a response to the emails, for the Chair’s signature.

Action

Secretariat to forward letters to the correspondents. 
(ii)
Draft guidelines on the use of PGD with HLA tissue typing – amended draft guidelines
The Committee deferred this item until the next ACART meeting on 10 September 2010.  
10. Development / review of the ACART guidelines

(i)
Guidelines for extended storage of gametes and embryos beyond ten years
The Committee considered recommendations from the working group’s 30 July 2010 meeting, and agreed policy positions to be considered in the discussion document for public consultation.
The Committee noted that the working group meeting planned for 10 September 2010 would need to be held on a different date, because ACART now planned to meet on that date.

Action

Secretariat to begin drafting the discussion document.

Secretariat to organise a new date for the working group meeting, in consultation with members.
11.
Advice to the Minister of Health on new assisted reproductive        procedures
(i)
Use of cryopreserved ovarian tissue – next steps
The Committee deferred this item until the next ACART meeting on 10 September 2010.  
12.
Monitoring application and outcomes of assisted reproductive procedures and established procedures
(i)
Update re obtaining New Zealand-specific ANZARD analysis
The Committee noted the Secretariat update, including a report of World Health Organization work on monitoring issues. 
13.
Monitoring developments in human reproductive research
The Committee noted that there were no items to report.
14.
Monitoring decisions of ECART
(i) 
Monitoring ECART decisions

The Committee deferred this item until the next ACART meeting on 10 September 2010.  
15. 
Advice to ECART (s35(1)(a))
(i) 
Defining a “medical condition”
The Committee deferred this item until the next ACART meeting on 10 September 2010.   
16.
Governance
(i)
Chair’s report

The Committee noted the Chair’s report which included a report of her attendance at the Annual Meeting in Rome of the European Society of Human Reproduction and Embryology (ESHRE). 
Action

Secretariat to forward the Chair’s report on ESHRE to ECART and the Ministry of Health.

Secretariat to place the ESHRE report on ACART’s website.
(ii)
Members’ reports
The Committee noted:

· Ken Daniel’s oral report about a seminar he recently gave in Dublin

· Andrew Shelling’s oral report of his attendance at the ESHRE Annual Meeting.

Action

Andrew Shelling to provide a written report for ACART’s November meeting. 
 (iii)
Annual Report 2009/10
The Committee noted and agreed to the draft Annual Report, noting that ECART data is yet to be included.   

The Committee noted the Annual Report will be forwarded to the Ministry of Health when completed in September, for forwarding to the Minister of Health together with the ECART Annual Report. The Ministry of Health will arrange for ACART’s Annual Report to be tabled in Parliament, as required by the Human Assisted Reproductive Technology Act 2004.
The Committee agreed to delegate to the Chair sign off of the Annual Report 2009/10 following the inclusion of the ECART data. 

Action

Secretariat to complete draft, once ECART data is received, for the Chair’s signature. 

Secretariat to forward the finalised Annual Report to the Ministry of Health and place it on the website once tabled.
(iv)
Liaison and relationships, including correspondence
The Committee deferred this item until the next ACART meeting on 10 September 2010.  
(v)
Review of ACART Terms of Reference

The Committee deferred this item until the next ACART meeting on 10 September 2010.  
17.
Administration

(i) 
Secretariat report to ACART

The Committee deferred this item until the next ACART meeting on 10 September 2010.   
(ii) Work programme update

The Committee deferred this item until the next ACART meeting on 10 September 2010.  
(iii) ACART meeting dates for 2011
The Committee deferred this item until the next ACART meeting on 10 September 2010.  
18.
Meeting concluded

The Committee agreed to meet next on 10 September 2010, to consider:

· Items deferred from this meeting 

· The report back from the working group concerned with the advice to the Minister in regard to the draft guidelines on the use of donated eggs with donated sperm.

The Committee also agreed that the next meeting following its September meeting would be on Friday 26 November 2010.  

The Chair thanked Melanie Brown for her work on the extended storage guidelines during her time with the ACART Secretariat, and wished Melanie well for the future. 

The meeting closed at 2.45pm.
Action
Members to bring August 2010 agendas to the September 2010 meeting.  

Members to also bring to the meeting a paper, to be circulated before the meeting, containing the working group’s recommendations on the advice requested by the Minister in regard to the draft guidelines on the use of donated eggs with donated sperm. 
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