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Minutes of the Eighteenth Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  
AD20-86-5

Held on 11 July 2008
Wellington Airport Conference Centre
Wellington

Present:

Ken Daniels (Acting Chair)

Richard Fisher

John Forman

Ian Hassall

Mark Henaghan 
Cilla Henry

Maui Hudson

Gareth Jones
Christine Rogan
Robyn Scott 
Andrew Shelling

In attendance:
Deborah Rowe (ECART member) from item 8(i)

Vicky Baynes (Secretariat)
Betty-Ann Kelly (Secretariat)

Sally Stewart (Secretariat) 
1.
Welcome

The Chair opened the meeting at 8.40 am.
2.
Apologies

Sylvia Rumball for absence. 
3.
Approval of the agenda
The Committee approved the agenda, with one amendment.
Action
Secretariat to publish the approved agenda online.
4.
Declarations of interests
(i) Review declaration of interests document
Members reviewed the document.  Maui Hudson noted two additional roles he has taken up:

· Member of the Health Research Council Ethics Committee.
· Principal Investigator, Ngā Tohu Te Ora: Traditional Māori Wellness Outcome Measures.
Action

Secretariat to update the Declarations of Interests document.
(ii) Declare any conflicts of interest/role concerning the agenda

None declared.
5.
Minutes of ACART meeting

The Committee confirmed the minutes of the meeting on 9 May 2008. 

Action 
Secretariat to publish the minutes online. 
6.
Actions arising
The Committee noted progress on the actions arising.
7.
Advice to the Minister on human reproductive research (s37)
The Committee noted that no update was available about the progress of ACART’s recommendations concerning human reproductive research. 
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology (s38)
(i) The use of donated eggs in conjunction with donated sperm – Treatment Working Group proposals
The Committee:

· Considered the Treatment Working Group paper with proposals about guidelines for the use of donated eggs in conjunction with donated sperm.
· Agreed to draft guidelines for consultation.
· Agreed to consult on the draft guidelines.
· Directed the Secretariat to provide the next meeting of the Treatment Working Group with a draft consultation document.
Action

Secretariat to report back to the August Treatment Working Group meeting with a draft consultation document.  
(ii) Combined procedures – Treatment Working Group proposals
The Committee:

· Considered the Treatment Working Group paper with proposals for a mechanism for ECART to consider applications that involve combined procedures.
· Discussed the respective merits of new or amended guidelines, and advice to ECART.
· Agreed to provide ECART with advice as follows on applications that involve combined procedures:
· Where a case includes more than one assisted reproductive procedure, applications to ECART should address the provisions in the guidelines that apply for each of the individual assisted reproductive procedures, to ensure that the ethical issues associated with each procedure are taken into account

· ECART must not approve an application where the guidelines for the assisted reproductive procedures concerned are in conflict.  

The Committee also:

· Noted that the same paper also discussed an issue verbally raised with ACART by a clinic, that they would find it useful to be able to approach ECART for an opinion on cases involving established procedures.
· Noted that ECART has also raised the matter of its role in relation to established procedures (ACART meeting July 2007). 

· Noted that while the HART Act does not explicitly provide a role for ECART in relation to established procedures, section 28(i)(e) of the HART Act provides for the Minister to assign other functions to ECART.
· Noted that the Ministry of Health would need to progress this matter, if appropriate / necessary, as it is not ACART’s role to advise the Minister on possible new functions for ECART.
· Agreed to discuss this matter with ECART prior to advising the Ministry if appropriate / necessary. 
Action

Secretariat to draft, for the Chair’s signature, advice to ECART in respect of applications that involve combined procedures.

Executive Group to discuss with the ECART Executive the matter of an additional function for ECART that would enable clinics to approach ECART for an opinion on cases that are established procedures. 
(iii) Embryo donation
The Secretariat reported:
· The Associate Minister of Health has signed off the guidelines on embryo donation.
· The Secretariat is getting the new guidelines ready for issuing to ECART. The process includes:

· Publishing and notifying the guidelines as set out in section 36 of the HART Act.
· Talking to providers about the new guidelines.

The Committee directed the Secretariat to work with the Executive Group on the steps necessary prior to issuing the guidelines.
Action

Secretariat to report process and timing to the Executive Group.
(iv) 
Terms of reference: age and non-clinical determinants of access to treatment – Executive Group proposals
The Committee:

· Noted the Executive Group paper with proposed terms of reference for the workstream concerned with age and non-clinical determinants of access to fertility treatment.

· Agreed to minor amendments to the terms of reference.
· Agreed to early discussion with ECART about the work, to ensure that its scope captures any matters related to cases that have come to ECART’s notice.
· Agreed to establish a working group for the work, to comprise Mark Henaghan, Andrew Shelling, Cilla Henry, Ian Hassall and Ken Daniels.
Action

Secretariat to amend the terms of reference as agreed.

Executive Group to discuss the work with ECART.
(v)
Informed consent – recommendations from Treatment Working Group
The Committee:

· Noted the Treatment Working Group discussion paper.
· Agreed with the analysis of issues related to informed consent.
· Agreed that the Secretariat should provide a paper to the next Treatment Working Group meeting setting out options to progress ACART’s views about the issues related to informed consent, including proposals for discussions with key stakeholders.

Action

Secretariat to provide a paper as above. 
(vi)
Embryo splitting
The Secretariat reported that the Associate Minister of Health has signed off the embryo splitting report, which is now on ACART’s website.
(vii)
PGD
The Secretariat reported that the consultation paper is now ready for consultation which will begin on 23 July. Gareth Jones will be spokesperson for any media comment.
(viii)
Minutes of Treatment Working Group meeting 13 June
The Committee noted the Treatment Working Group minutes.
(ix)
Consumer representative on Treatment Working Group - discussion
The Committee noted that it would be valuable to continue consumer representation on the Treatment Working Group, after Christine Rogan completed her term on ACART. 
Robyn Scott agreed to join the Treatment Working Group following Christine’s departure from ACART. 
9.
Advice to the Minister on new assisted reproductive procedures (s6)
(i)
Use of frozen eggs
The Secretariat reported that the consultation paper is now ready for consultation which will begin on 23 July. Gareth Jones will be spokesperson for any media comment.

(ii)
In vitro maturation – update and identification of working group
The Secretariat reported that a contract has now been signed, with a draft report due 22 August 2008.
The Committee agreed to establish a working group, to comprise Richard Fisher and Andrew Shelling.  The working group will review and analyse the report, when received. 
10.
Monitoring application and health outcomes (s35(2)(a))
Monitoring developments in human reproductive research (s35(2)(b))

(i)
Scanning network

The Secretariat reported:

· All five people invited to join the scanning network have agreed. 
· An orientation meeting is planned for 19 August.  The Chair of ACART and Andrew Shelling will attend for ACART.
(ii) Monitoring the application and health outcomes of assisted reproductive procedures and established procedures – can ACART rely on existing published reports?

The Committee agreed: 
· Numbers of babies born in New Zealand from assisted reproductive technology are too small for meaningful monitoring.
· Not to pursue obtaining ANZARD data and that no further Secretariat resources should be committed to this work.
· Monitoring to be via published reports such as the ANZARD reports and the ESHRE PGD consortium reports.

· The Secretariat would draft a letter to the Ministry of Health advising ACART’s approach to monitoring the application and outcomes of assisted reproductive technology.

Action

The Secretariat to draft a letter to the Ministry of Health as agreed. 
11.
Monitoring decisions of ECART (s30 and s42(3)(b))
(i) Monitoring ECART decisions
The Committee noted the recent decisions of ECART. 

(ii) ECART report to ACART
The Committee:
· Noted the matters raised in ECART’s report.  
· Agreed to invite the Chair of ECART to the next meeting of the Treatment Working Group, to discuss ECART’s views on legal options for permanent care of children resulting from surrogacy arrangements. 
· Noted that ACART and ECART are partnership committees tasked with implementing the HART Act.   

· Directed the Executive Group, as a matter of urgency, to work with ECART (or its representatives as appropriate) to enhance collaboration between the two committees.  
Action

Executive Group to work with ECART (or its representatives as appropriate) to enhance collaboration between the two committees. 
12.
Governance
(i)
Chairperson’s report
The Committee noted the Chairperson’s report. 
(ii)
Members’ report

The Committee noted the members’ report. 
(iii) Principle (A): Thinkpiece
The Committee noted that this work focuses on Principle (a) of the HART Act.   Principle (a) says that one of the principles guiding all persons exercising powers or performing functions under the Act is that the health and well-being of children born as a result of the performance of an assisted reproductive procedure or an established procedure should be an important consideration in all decisions about that procedure. 

The Committee agreed to:
· The brief for the work.
· Contractors who should be invited to contribute to the work.   
Action

Secretariat to invite agreed contractors to contribute to the work.  
(iv) Correspondence
The Committee noted:

· Correspondence received and sent since its last meeting.
· A notice of the Annual General Meeting of Fertility New Zealand on 16 August.
In discussion, the Committee noted the value for ACART of hearing regularly from ECART and providers about cases that fall outside policy/guidelines. This would contribute to ACART carrying out its monitoring function. 
(v)
Executive Group minutes meeting 30 June 2008
The Committee considered the minutes and agreed:
· The Secretariat to prepare a paper on member development, including induction training, for the August meeting of the Executive Group.
· Gareth Jones to be media spokesperson for PGD and cryopreserved eggs.
· The Secretariat to prepare a paper on responsiveness to Maori for the August meeting of the Executive Group.
· The Secretariat to prepare a briefing to be sent to Minister Chadwick prior to the meeting with her on 5 August. 

.
Action
The Secretariat to prepare papers as agreed. 

(vi)
Literal meaning in Part 2(2) of HART Order in Council – Executive Group proposals
The Committee:
· Noted the Executive Group paper discussing the meaning of Part 2(2) of the HART Order in Council.
· Noted that the Ministry of Health has responsibility for the Order in Council.

· Agreed to inform the Ministry of Health about the matter. 
Action

Secretariat to draft a letter to the Ministry of Health, for the Chair’s signature, advising the issue.

(vii)
Members’ handbook
The Secretariat noted changes to the updated members’ handbook. 
(viii)
Implications for ACART/ECART of NEAC consultation paper: Ethics of Intervention Studies

The Committee:

· Noted the Secretariat paper discussing implications for ACART and ECART of NEAC’s consultation paper. 

· Agreed that the consultation paper raises issues for ACART and ECART in regard to the jurisdiction of the HART Act in relation to human reproductive research involving humans, and NEAC’s role in developing guidelines that ECART may be subject to.

· Agreed that the Executive Group should discuss the issues with the Ministry of Health and the ECART Executive.

Action
Executive Group to discuss the issues above with Ministry of Health at their next meeting, and ECART Executive at their next joint meeting. 
13.
Administration
(i)
Secretariat report

The Committee:

· Noted the Secretariat report.
· Recorded its appreciation of the work undertaken by the Secretariat. 

(ii)
Fertility Society of Australia conference

The Committee:

· Noted the conference of the Fertility Society of Australia 19-22 October 2008.
· Agreed that ACART fund Ken Daniels’ attendance at the conference on ACART’s behalf. 

Action

Secretariat to seek approval for costs of conference attendance from the Deputy Director-General, Health and Disability Systems Strategy Directorate.  
14.
Meeting concluded

The Committee agreed to the following dates for forthcoming meetings:

· Treatment Working Group: 8 August.
· ACART: 12 September.
The meeting closed at 2.30 pm.

Papers distributed for information of members

· Human Assisted Reproductive Technology Amendment Act 2007 
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