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Minutes of the Sixteenth Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology

AD20-86-5

Held on 14 March 2008
Wellington Airport Conference Centre
Wellington

Present:

Ken Daniels
Richard Fisher

John Forman

Ian Hassall

Mark Henaghan (from 1.00 pm)
Cilla Henry

Maui Hudson

Gareth Jones 
Christine Rogan
Sylvia Rumball (Chairperson) 
Andrew Shelling

In attendance:

Hazel Irvine (ECART Member)

Vicky Baynes (Secretariat)
Betty-Ann Kelly (Secretariat)

Sally Stewart (Secretariat) 

1.
Welcome

The Chair opened the meeting at 8.40 am, and welcomed the new members of the Secretariat.
2.
Apologies

Robyn Scott for absence. 
Mark Henaghan for attendance in the afternoon only, because of another commitment.

3.
Approval of the agenda
The Chair noted two amendments to the agenda:

· Item 11 (ii) would include the report of the ECART meeting of 4 February 2008. 
· Item 14 would include an additional item: 14 (vi), minutes of the Executive Group meeting, to be distributed.

The Chair noted two documents, circulated before the meeting, to be kept in mind when discussing relevant items on the agenda:

· Comments from Mark Henaghan on agenda items.
· Comments from John Forman on the PGD working group report.

The Committee approved the amended agenda.
4.
Declaration of interests
(i) Review declaration of interests document
John Forman noted that he was no longer a member of the DHB NZ Genetic Services Implementation Advisory Group.

(ii) Declare any conflicts of interest/role concerning the agenda

The Chair declared her interest in item 15(i).

(iii) Determine how to manage any conflicts

The Chair noted that she would leave the meeting during discussion of item 15(i).

Action

Secretariat to update the declaration of interests document. 
5.
Minutes of ACART meeting

The committee confirmed the minutes of the meeting on 14 December 2007.

Action 
Secretariat to publish the minutes online.
6.
Actions arising
The Committee noted progress on the action points.
7.
Advice to the Minister on human reproductive research (s37)
The Secretariat reported Ministry of Health progress in preparing the Cabinet paper.  
Action

Secretariat to follow up the earlier request for a meeting with the Minister of Health. 
8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology (s38)
(i) PGD Working Group - report and recommendations

The Chair of the Working Group noted that the PGD Working Group had now concluded its work. 

The Committee discussed the recommendations of the PGD Working Group and made a number of editorial changes to the recommendations to go forward to the Minister of Health. The Chair thanked the Chair of the Working Group and the Secretariat.      

Action
Secretariat to draft report to the Minister of Health.
(ii) Secretariat - report and recommendations on embryo donation

The Chair noted appreciation of Police discussion about the vetting issue.

The Committee discussed implementation issues, and directed the Secretariat to follow up with the Police.   

The Committee agreed:

· The draft Guidelines should be amended to read: in 2(a)(ii) “Embryo donation is limited to producing full genetic siblings in no more than two families.”
· In principle, that the draft Guidelines in 2(a)(iv) require that ECART must “determine that the profile/s provided by the recipients for the donors include/s any police vetting information”, subject to the Police vet process being able to be operationalised within the HART Act process.
· To the revised report to the Minister, subject to correcting the date of ACART approval.
· When the Guidelines are issued to ECART, it should be suggested that it would be useful for ECART to consult with ACART in drawing up the application forms.
· To the summary of submissions.

Action

Secretariat to:

· Discuss with Police the operationalisation of the Police vet process. 
· Make agreed amendments to both Guidelines and report to the Minister.
· Advise ACART of outcome of discussion with Police, and complete report to the Minister. 

(iii) Treatment Working Group -  minutes and recommendations regarding informed consent, donated eggs and donated sperm, gametes from deceased persons, embryo splitting, and import and export of gametes
The Committee noted:

· The minutes of the Treatment Working Group meeting on 15 February.
· That the Secretariat has been directed to gather evidence around the use of donated eggs with donated sperm and report back to the Treatment Working Group.
· That the Secretariat has been asked to report back to the Treatment Working Group on issues relating to gametes from deceased persons. 

· That the Treatment Working Group is undertaking further work in respect of embryo splitting.

· That the Treatment Working Group is undertaking further work in respect of import and export of gametes and embryos.

· That the Treatment Work Group is undertaking further work in respect of informed consent. 
(iv) 
Report and recommendations from the Secretariat – surrogacy; donation of eggs or sperm between certain family members; summary of submissions
The Committee approved the summary of submissions for public release on the website.   

Action

Secretariat to place the summary on the website, with clarification that submissions on these topics were part of the larger body of submissions in response to consultation in 2007. 
9.
Advice to the Minister on new assisted reproductive procedures (s6)
(i)
Cryopreserved eggs
The Committee noted the need for the consultation paper to be clear on the various scenarios involved in the use of cryopreserved eggs. 

(ii)
In vitro maturation
The Committee noted that the Executive Group had accepted a proposal to carry out the work, and the Secretariat was now working through the contracting procedures.  

10.
Monitoring application and health outcomes (s35(2)(a))

Monitoring developments in human reproductive research (s35(2)(b))

The Committee noted more work was needed to decide what was possible in respect of monitoring application and health outcomes.
The Committee noted an update from the Monitoring Working Group in respect of the scanning network.   Members of the network would be required to provide observations of developments in human reproductive research, with associated analysis of potential impacts.  

Action

Secretariat to send letters of invitation to proposed scanning network members. 
11.
Monitoring decisions of ECART (s30 and s42(3)(b))
(i) Secretariat – report and recommendations
The Committee noted the matters raised in the report, and the need for ACART to prioritise the work on donated eggs used in conjunction with donated sperm, and also its work on combined assisted reproductive procedures.
The Committee also discussed its role, as set out in its Terms of Reference, in monitoring ECART’s decisions. 

Following discussion with ECART as to whether ACART could receive full copies of applications, the Chair noted that s.30 of the HART Act requires ECART to provide ACART with a copy of the approval and relevant proposal as soon as practicable after the decision. 

The Committee suggested that the Secretariats of ACART and ECART map out the respective roles of ACART and ECART, and noted that this could include considering the monitoring function. 
The Committee agreed to write to ECART with its observations on recent decisions, and to advise that the work on combined ARPs and donated eggs used in conjunction with donated sperm will be given a higher priority. 

Action

Secretariat to draft a letter to the Chair of ECART as above.
(ii) ECART’s meeting of 20 November 2007 and 4 February 2008 – reports to ACART
The Committee noted the reports, and also noted:

· The ongoing difference of opinion between the two committees with respect to payment of life insurance premiums for the birth mother/surrogate and agreed process for resolution.
· ACART had not anticipated any need for transitional arrangements from the interim Guidelines to new Guidelines because it had not been aware of the delay in producing the new application forms.  

· The ECART paper was very helpful in setting out its issues of concern. 
(iii) Secretariat – report on ECART application forms

The Committee noted the report, and agreed that the application forms are largely consistent with guidelines and the HART Act. 

The Committee noted:

· The matters requiring clarification had been provided to the ECART Secretariat. 
· The surrogacy application form included a reference to ECART’s preference for adoption. 
· On page 23 of the surrogacy application form, “and” in the last sentence should be replaced by “or”.  A similar amendment is required to the note at the top of page 24.        
The Committee:
· Noted that a preference for adoption appears to be inconsistent with the current thrust of permanent care arrangements, which focus on the best option for a particular child
· Agreed to recommend to ECART that the wording about its preferences for adoption be removed.

Action
Secretariat to draft letter to Chair of ECART noting ACART’s comments on the application forms.  The letter should fully set out the reasons for ACART’s view about the reference to adoption.  
12.
Governance
(i)
Chairperson’s report

The Committee noted the Chair’s report.
Meeting with Bioethics Council

The Chair and the Deputy Chair had met with the Bioethics Council on 18 December.
The Committee noted the minutes of the meeting.
Reappointments to ACART
The Executive Group had considered the skill base of ACART, and identified skills that might be useful prior to considering which candidates to recommend to the Minister for appointment.  
The Chair had left the meeting for the latter part of this item as she was an applicant for reappointment.   

Fourteen people had put their names forward for consideration. 

The Minister will consider the Executive Group’s recommendations alongside the recommendations of the Ministry of Health.  

Policy committee chairs’ meeting

The Committee noted the circulated draft minutes. 

The Chair noted:

· One committee had a Memorandum of Understanding with the Ministry of Health to clarify processes and roles. 

· It was clear that there were no consistent patterns across the various committees.  

Meeting with Manager of Strategic Policy on Ethics and Innovation
Issues discussed at the meeting on 26 February were:

· Role of Ministry of Justice in administering the HART Act. Therese is investigating the implications of this.
· Work on an appeal system in respect of ECART is awaiting resolution of work in respect of the Health and Disability Ethics Committees’ appeal system.

· The Ministry of Economic Development’s concern about a request to patent human stem cells, and potential implications for ACART.
· The Chair’s interest in the Secretariat having a manager. She will raise this again at the meeting with the Deputy Director-General. 

Meeting with ECART subgroup
Minutes of the meeting on 11 March will be distributed when completed. 
(ii)
Members’ report

The Committee noted the members’ report.

 (iii)
Correspondence in
The Committee noted the correspondence received.
The Chair noted that the Executive Group meeting with the Chair of ECART had looked to the future, with ECART and ACART potentially meeting on consecutive days next year so the committees have an opportunity to discuss issues together. 
The Committee discussed the letter from the Programme Leader, Bioethics Council and agreed to seek a further meeting between the Executive Group and representatives of the Bioethics Council to discuss issues in the letter. 

Action

Secretariat to write to John Pennington advising the outcome of ACART’s discussion.

The Executive Group to report back to ACART following the meeting.
(iv) Correspondence out
The Committee noted correspondence sent since its last meeting.

(v) Deputy Chair position

The Committee agreed to reappoint Ken Daniels as Deputy Chair to March 2009. 
(vi) Minutes of the Executive Group meeting of 10 March 2008
The Committee noted the minutes. 
15.
Administration
(i) Approval for conference attendance – Chair to ESHRE and associated meetings

The Chair left the meeting while this item was discussed, and the Deputy-Chair took the chair.

The Committee approved the Chair’s attendance at the conference, and directed the Secretariat to ensure consistency with the Ministry of Health’s overseas travel policy.
(ii) Secretariat report

In addition to the written report, the Secretariat reported that the Executive Group would meet with the Deputy Director-General of the Health and Disability Systems Strategy Directorate and the Manager of Strategic Policy on Ethics and Innovation on 21 April. 

The Committee noted the Secretariat report, and requested that future reports should include:

· Any Official Information Act requests, oral or written Parliamentary Questions.
· Any complaints.
· Any amendments to the Act.
· Any changes to the Secretariat staffing.
· Anything else of administrative relevance.
The Committee agreed that the next meeting of ACART would be in May 2008.
Action
Secretariat to expand its report as requested where relevant.

Members to notify the Secretariat of their views about the adequacy of the time allocated for considering the agenda and meeting papers. 
(vi) 
Minutes of the Executive Group meeting
The Committee noted the minutes of the Executive Group meeting.

15.
Meeting concluded

The meeting closed at 2.50 pm.

Papers distributed for information of members

· Comments by Mark Henaghan on the meeting agenda

· Comments by John Forman on the PGD Working Group report
· Minutes of the Executive Group meeting of 10 March 2008
· Draft minutes of meeting of Chairs of Ministerial advisory group committees 25 February 2008.

· Updated contacts list.
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