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Minutes of the Nineteenth Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology  
AD20-86-5

Held on 12 September 2008

Wellington Airport Conference Centre

Wellington

Present

Sylvia Rumball (Chair)

Andrew Shelling

Cilla Henry

John Forman

Mark Henaghan

Maui Hudson

Richard Fisher 
Richard Randerson

Apologies

Ian Hassall

Gareth Jones

Ken Daniels

Robyn Scott 
In attendance

Sally Stewart (ACART Secretariat)

Betty-Ann Kelly (ACART Secretariat)

Vicky Baynes (ACART Secretariat)

Kate Davenport (Chair, ECART)

Martin Dutton (ECART Secretariat)

1.
Welcome

The Chair opened the meeting at 8.30am and welcomed ACART’s new member, Richard Randerson, and the new ECART Chair, Kate Davenport, to their first meeting of ACART. The Chair also welcomed Martin Dutton, newly appointed to the ECART Secretariat.
2.
Apologies

The Committee noted apologies from Ken Daniels, Ian Hassall, Robyn Scott and Gareth Jones.
3.
Agenda

The Committee confirmed the agenda, without changes.

Action

Secretariat to place agenda on the ACART website.

4.
Declarations of Interest

The Committee reviewed the declarations of interest register and noted that it was up to date. Richard Randerson was invited to consider and submit his interests, if any, to the Secretariat.
Members declared no conflicts of interest or role in the day’s agenda items.

Action

Richard Randerson to consider and submit his interests, if any, to the Secretariat.

5.
Minutes of the 11 July 2008 ACART meeting

The Minutes of the 11 July 2008 ACART meeting were confirmed as an accurate record of that meeting: moved Maui Hudson; seconded Mark Henaghan.

Action

Secretariat to place minutes of the 11 July meeting on the ACART website.
6.
Actions Arising 

The Committee noted progress made on the actions arising from previous meetings, and agreed that completed actions will be archived.

Action

Secretariat to archive completed actions.

7.
Advice to the Minister on Human Reproductive Research

The Secretariat advised that it had not, since the last update on progress at ACART’s July 2008 meeting, received a formal response from the Minister of Health to ACART’s recommendations on human reproductive research.
The Committee:

a) Noted that it gave its advice on human reproductive research to the Minister of Health on 29 June 2007, which included asking the Minister to agree that ACART may publish its advice to him on its website;

b) Noted it followed up in June 2008 with a letter to the Associate Minister of Health again asking, amongst other things, for agreement to publish its June 2007 advice on its website; 
c) Noted that it had deferred revising the interim guidelines on the use of gametes and non-viable embryos in research, because it would be more efficient to undertake this work as part of a package of work to implement the Minister’s overall decisions on human reproductive research;
d) Agreed that the interim guidelines are unsatisfactory and directed the Secretariat to scope a project to revise the interim guidelines and to consider the priority of this work relative to other projects;
e) Agreed that its most significant concern was to be transparent and accountable to submitters and, therefore, to honour its commitment to make public its advice to the Minister of Health;
f) Agreed to publish its advice on its website by November 30 and to inform the Minister of Health of this, including the reasons for the decision.
Action
Secretariat to scope a project to review the interim guidelines on the use of gametes and non viable embryos in research and to consider the relative priority of this project within the overall work programme.

Secretariat to draft a letter to the Minister of Health advising him that ACART will publish its advice on human reproductive research on its website by 30 November 2008, and the reasons for this decision.

8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology
(i)
Minutes of the Treatment Working Group meeting 8 August 2008

The Committee noted the minutes of the Treatment Working Group, which discussed:

· draft discussion paper and guidelines on donor eggs with donor sperm

· progress to date on informed consent and assisted reproductive technologies and deceased persons.
· that ECART’s request, via the secretariats, that ECART be invited to participate on the Treatment Working Group be considered as part of overall discussions between the two committees on actions to enhance collaboration

· a provisional date for a next meeting of the Treatment Working Group of 10 October 2008.
(ii)
Donated eggs with donated sperm: proposed discussion document on draft guidelines

The Committee considered a paper from the Treatment Working Group on draft guidelines for the use of donated eggs with donated sperm and a proposed discussion document.  The paper also proposed a consultation process and timeline. 

The Committee agreed on the following clarification to the proposed discussion document on draft guidelines:

· full genetic siblings may not occur in more than two families  
· there may, therefore, be surplus embryos which cannot be donated for reproductive purposes
· the name of the procedure should refer to both creation and use of embryos formed from donated eggs and donated sperm

· in most cases, there is likely to be a familial or friendship relationship between the intending parents and at least one of the gamete donors, although this cannot be assumed. 

Other amendments to the discussion document were to:

· note that there are options available in relation to how surplus embryos are disposed of that, for example, take account of different cultural preferences.

The Committee discussed the timetable and agreed to:
a) revise the document as discussed

b) provide to ECART for input by mid-October
c) release for public consultation as soon as possible in November 2008
d) hold a targeted hui and invite oral submissions as part of the consultation process.

Action

Secretariat to amend discussion document and circulate to ACART members as soon as possible with a view to members agreeing online to the draft discussion document and guidelines.
At the same time, Secretariat to provide ECART with the draft discussion document and guidelines for comment by mid-October.

Secretariat to plan for public release and consultation.
(iii)
Definition statement for guidelines issued by ACART
The Committee agreed to:

a) add the following wording to guidelines previously issued by ACART and to all future guidelines:

In these guidelines, unless the context indicates otherwise, words should be interpreted in accordance with definitions given in the HART Act 2004 and HART Order 2005;
b) write, informing ECART that ACART intended the guidelines to be interpreted in accordance with the HART Act and Order in Council, copied to the Ministry of Health and fertility services providers.

Action

Secretariat to amend guidelines and draft letter to ECART, copied to the Ministry and providers.

(iv)
Consultation on PGD guidelines – verbal update

The Secretariat advised that 20 submissions had been received, with a further five organisations and individuals given extensions.

9.
Advice to the Minister of Health on New Assisted Reproductive Procedures

(i)
Consultation on the use of frozen eggs – verbal update

The Secretariat advised that 17 submissions had been received, with a further five organisations and individuals given extensions.

(ii)
In vitro maturation – technical report and discussion

The Committee:

a) Noted that the draft report was incomplete and that it was difficult on this basis to form views on what ACART’s preliminary advice might be;
b) Noted that a final report was due in late September;
c) Directed the Secretariat and the IVM working group to undertake a risk-acceptability analysis based on the final report and to report back to ACART’s meeting on 14 November.

Action

Secretariat and working group to undertake risk acceptability analysis and report back to ACART’s meeting on 14 November.

(iii)
Risk-acceptability framework – approval to publish

The Committee:

a) Noted minor amendments to the text;
b) Agreed to publish the risk-acceptability framework on ACART’s website.

Action

Secretariat to make amendments to the text and arrange for publishing on the website.

10.
Monitoring
The Committee noted the minutes from the 19 August meeting of the horizon scanning network.

11.
Monitoring the decisions of ECART

The Committee:

a) Noted its Terms of Reference require it to monitor the decisions of ECART to ensure they fall within the guidelines as intended by ACART;
b) Reviewed the Table of ECART decisions;
c) Noted that the decisions were consistent with guidelines;
d) Noted the minutes from ECART’s meeting of 8 July 2008 and ECART’s report to ACART;
e) Noted the reference in ECART’s report to ACART that it intended to write to the Minister of Health about import and export;

f) Agreed it would be useful if ECART kept ACART informed of any queries or issues that arose in relation to import or export ;
g) Noted the way ECART opened its meetings;

h) Agreed that Cilla Henry would open the 14 November meeting of ACART. 

12.
Governance

(i)
Chair’s report

The Committee noted the Chair’s report.

(ii)
Members’ report
Members had nothing to report outside agenda items.

(iii)
Annual report for 2007/08

The Committee:
a) Noted minor amendments to be made to the text;
b) Directed the secretariat to cross check with ECART’s annual report to ensure that matters referred from ECART to ACART were consistent across the two reports;
c) Approved the Annual Report for 2007/08 and delegated final sign-off to the Chair.

Action

Secretariat to amend the Annual Report and prepare it for submitting to the Minister and publication.

(iv)
Executive Group minutes 21 July and 25 August
The Committee made the following decisions in response to the Executive Group’s minutes:

a) Invited Ian Hassall to chair the working group for the new project titled Age and Non-Clinical Determinants of Access to Treatment;
b) Agreed to place the new project titled Principle A: Health and Wellbeing of the Child on hold pending a discussion with ECART or its representatives;
c) Directed the Secretariat to begin discussions with the ECART Secretariat about this project in the meantime;
d) Agreed to retain its current meeting schedule for 2009, ie, the second Friday of every month with the intent that the full ACART meetings will be held only every second month, if work load allows;
e) Directed the Secretariat to send meeting dates for 2009 to members.

(v)
Project scope for approval: Responsiveness to Maori/ implementation of principle (f)
The Committee:
a) Noted the importance of ensuring accurate collection and reporting of ethnicity data as part of the monitoring work programme;
b) Directed the Secretariat to progress the project as set out in the scope.

Action

Secretariat to progress the project.

(vi)
Proposed member development day
The Committee did not support the proposed day. It was suggested that something more targeted might be offered. Richard Fisher proposed arranging a visit to a fertility clinic, combined with some education/ information about assisted reproductive technology to be offered to those members who would find it useful.

Action

Secretariat to liaise with Richard Fisher over the proposal.

(vii)
Liaison and relationships, including correspondence

ECART:

The Committee:

a) Considered a letter from ECART (11 September 2008), alongside the Secretariat paper suggesting specific means of enhancing collaboration;
b) Endorsed the suggestions put forward both by ECART and the Secretariat;
c) Agreed that, if the budget permitted, ACART members who were able to attend would be invited to meet socially with ECART members on the evening of 13 November;
d) Agreed that a small group from each committee would be convened to progress work to enhance collaboration between ACART and ECART;
e) Noted the table of issues forwarded from ECART to ACART;
f) Noted other correspondence between ECART and ACART.
Ministry and Minister(s) of Health (taken as part of item 8(ii)):

The Committee:

a) Considered the letter from the Associate Minister of Health (20 August 2008);
b) Confirmed, for the reasons previously agreed (9 May 2008; 14 December 2007), not to issue advice to ECART to enable it to consider a one-off application where there are no guidelines;
c) Noted that work on donor egg with donor sperm has already been prioritised as much as possible relative to other work, and that the HART Act requires ACART to publicly consult before issuing guidelines to ECART;
d) Noted other correspondence between ACART and the Ministry or Minister(s).

Action

Secretariat to draft letters to Minister Chadwick and to the individual on whose behalf the Minister is writing advising ACART’s decision and the reasons for this.
Secretariat to request copies of any legal advice from the Ministry of Health to be shared with ACART and the Chair of ECART.
13.
Administration

The Committee:

(a) Noted the Secretariat report and the update on progress;
(b) Agreed that Richard Randerson participate in the “Access” working group and that Ken Daniels, who had expressed a tentative interest, not participate in this group as he is well represented across ACART working groups.

14.
Meeting concluded

The Committee agreed that the next full meeting of ACART would be held on Friday 14 November and authorised the following work to be undertaken before that meeting:

· All ACART members to comment on the draft discussion paper on donor sperm with donor egg and to read the public submissions on the draft PGD guidelines and the use of frozen eggs (one day’s work);
· IVM Working Group to undertake a risk-acceptability analysis and prepare a paper for the 14 November meeting of ACART;
· PGD Working Group to analyse submissions and propose any changes to the draft guidelines to the 14 November meeting of ACART;
· Frozen Eggs Working Group to analyse submissions and propose any changes to the draft advice to the Minister to the 14 November meeting of ACART.

The meeting closed at 2.30pm.
Papers distributed for information of members

· Scientific Horizon Scanning at the HFEA: Annual Report 2007/08
· X-Factor: Stem cell patents and morality NZ Bioscience 17(2) June 2008

· Updated Committee contact list

