Minutes of the Eleventh Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology

AD20-86-5

Held on 8 June 2007

Wellington Airport Conference Centre
Wellington

Present:

Ken Daniels (Deputy Chairperson)

John Forman (arrived 8.40am)
Gareth Jones (left 2.45pm)

Mark Henaghan (left 2.45pm)
Philippa McDonald 
Mihi Namana
Christine Rogan 

Sylvia Rumball (Chairperson) 

Andrew Shelling (arrived 8.50am)
David Tamatea 
In attendance:

Ian Hicks (Secretariat)
Maui Hudson (ECART Member)
Judith Mercer (Secretariat)

Willow McKay (Secretariat) 
1.
Welcome

The Chair opened the meeting at 8.30am and introduced Maui Hudson and Judith Mercer. 
2.
Apologies

Richard Fisher for absence.

John Forman for lateness.

Andrew Shelling for lateness.

Gareth Jones for leaving early.

Mark Henaghan for leaving early.

3.
Declarations of Interest

The Committee noted the declarations of interest document.

John Forman advised that he is a member of DHB NZ Genetic Services Implementation Advisory Group.

Action

Secretariat to update the declarations of interest document. 
4.
Late additions to agenda

· Invitation to participate in Youth Parliament (A07/43)

· Letter from Dr Joanne Dixon, Medical Geneticist (Capital and Coast DHB) regarding preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD).

5.
Minutes of ACART meeting

The Committee reviewed the unconfirmed minutes of the 13 April meeting.  The minutes were confirmed subject to changes being made by the Secretariat. 

Action

Secretariat to make changes to 13 April minutes and publish them online. 

6.
Review matters arising
The Committee reviewed actions arising from previous minutes (A07/29).

· Mark Henaghan updated the Committee on options that ECART could exercise with respect to review and decision-making of applications. 
· The Chair noted that internal operational policies (based on Cabinet Office requirements) need to be written up for the organisation of ACART sub groups, the payment of fees, and the timing of meetings.  

Action

Mark Henaghan to provide a written opinion for the next meeting on review and decisions-making process by ECART. 
Secretariat to work with the Executive Group to develop internal operational policies.  

7.
Advice to the Minister on human reproductive research

ACART’s advice to the Minister of Health (A07/30)

The Committee discussed the advice to the Minister on the use of gametes and embryos in human reproductive research.  Key points included:

· Additions to the executive summary.

· Rewording recommendation ‘u’.

· Rewording the background information paper. 

· Amendments to the introduction of the summary of submissions.
· Addition of a cover page to appendix two.

· Addition of list of ACART members as appendix three. 

· The importance of communicating to the Minister, ACART’s intention of releasing the summary of submissions as soon as possible. 

Approval of the recommendations to the Minister of Health, the background paper and the summary of submissions, subject to above amendments was moved by John Forman, seconded by Gareth Jones and agreed to by all ACART members present. 
Action

Secretariat to make agreed amendments to the recommendations to the Minister, the background paper and the summary of submissions.
Secretariat to check that the summary of submissions only lists the names of those submitters who agreed to have their name released. 

8.
Advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology
i)
Draft consultation paper (LATE PAPER) (A07/31)

The Committee discussed the consultation paper.  Key points included:
· Amend the title of the consultation paper and the title of chapter 3. 

· Check consistency of language (i.e. genetic disease, affected gene).
· Check bolded terms for the glossary.
· Add the additional prerequisite of a joint counselling session for clinic-assisted surrogacy, embryo donation and donation of gametes between certain family members. 

· Revise the beginning of chapter 3. 

· Insert contextual paragraphs throughout chapter 3 to highlight whakapapa issues and provide further explanation of the prerequisites.
· Add further discussion of PGD with HLA tissue typing to chapter 3. 
√
The Committee agreed to the wording of the consultation paper as amended.

√
The Committee agreed that the revised consultation paper with amendments highlighted will be sent out electronically to all members for comment.  

√
The Committee agreed to delegate the final sign-off of the consultation paper to the Executive Group.
ii)
Consultation timetable (LATE PAPER) (A07/32)

The Committee reviewed the proposed consultation timetable. 

Action

Secretariat to make agreed revisions to the consultation paper and email these out to all members for comment.

Secretariat to facilitate the final sign-off of the consultation paper, by the Executive Group. 
9.
Monitoring application and health outcomes (taken after item 14)
Scoping report on Monitoring (A07/33)

The Committee discussed the project scope for monitoring the application and outcomes of assisted reproductive procedures and established procedures. 
√
The Committee agreed in principle to the project approach.

√
The Committee agreed to delegate further development of this project to the Executive Group and Richard Fisher. 

10.
Monitoring decisions of ECART (taken after item 9)
The Secretariat tabled the full applications reviewed by ECART at its 8 May 2007 meeting. 

i)
Table of ECART decisions (A07/34)

The Committee noted the table of ECART decisions.  

ii)
Agenda and minutes of 8 May 2007 ECART meeting 

The Committee noted the agenda and minutes of the 8 May 2007 ECART meeting.

iii)
Report from ECART (A07/37)

The Committee discussed the report from ECART.  Maui Hudson gave a verbal update from the last ECART meeting.  Key points included:

· ACART’s processes for consulting with ECART during the consultation on advice to the Minister on human assisted reproductive technology.

· Implications of young women donating eggs. 

· The potential role for ECART to provide advice to fertility clinics on established procedures and other matters outside ECART’s Terms of Reference. 
· The increasing incidence of surrogacy arrangements being undertaken between parties who meet on the internet, rather than between close friends or family.
Action

Secretariat to attach a cover sheet to the table of ECART decisions.

Secretariat to add the potential role of ECART providing advice to clinics to the next ACART meeting agenda. 
11.
Governance (taken after item 8)

i)
Chairperson’s report
The Chair’s report included the following key points:

· Meeting with Therese Egan (Manager, Strategic Policy on Ethics and Innovation, Ministry of Health).

· ACART’s submission to the Ministry of Health’s change process.

· Meeting with the Acting Chair of the Bioethics Council.

· Attendance at the Bioethics Council’s seminar on public engagement.

· Meeting with Jessica Doube (Policy Analyst, Strategic Policy on Ethics and Innovation, Ministry of Health).

ii)
Minutes from ACART’s Executive Group meeting 14 May 2007 (A07/38)

The Committee noted the minutes from the Executive Group’s meeting. 

iii)
Policy and legislative developments (A07/39)

Members were asked to note the paper.  Discussion was held over until the next meeting.
iv)
Media interactions (A07/40)
Members were asked to note paper.  Discussion was held over until the next meeting.
v)
Correspondence

The Committee reviewed and suggested amendments to:

· The draft letter to the Minister about the Bioethics Council’s work programme.
· The draft letter to the Minister requesting an extension for its advice on human assisted reproductive technology.
· The draft letter to the Minister about an appeals process for ECART.
√
The Committee agreed to the wording of the draft letters, as amended.
The Committee noted a letter from Dr Joanne Dixon, Medical Geneticist (Capital and Coast DHB) about PGD, reviewed the draft ACART letter forwarding this correspondence to the Ministry of Health, and suggested amendments.

√
The Committee agreed to send an acknowledgement letter to Dr Dixon. 
√
The Committee agreed to the wording of the draft letter to the Ministry.
iv)
Draft annual report and letters to fertility clinics (A07/41)

The Committee discussed the annual report and draft letter to fertility clinics

√
The Committee noted ECART intends to contact clinics requesting the information outlined in appendices one and two.

√
The Committee noted that ECART agreed at its 8 May meeting that the letter to fertility clinics should be a joint letter with ACART.

√
The Committee agreed to the wording of the joint letter to the fertility clinics.

√
The Committee noted that ECART agreed to append its annual report to ACART’s annual report.

Action

Secretariat and Chair to revise and send the draft letters to the Minister of Health and the Ministry of Health.

Secretariat to draft an acknowledgement letter to Dr Dixon. 

Secretariat to progress annual report and letters to fertility clinics.
12.
Late agenda item

i)
ACART invitation to participate in Youth Parliament (LATE ITEM) (A07/43)

The Committee discussed the invitation to participate in a Youth Parliament mock select committee hearing on stem cell cloning. 
√
The Committee agreed that it is inappropriate for ACART to write a mock submission when it is about to provide advice to the Minister on the topic.
√
The Committee agreed that ACART will not provide a written submission for the mock select committee, but that it will offer the Chair and Deputy Chair as ‘expert advisors’ to the process.
ii)
Coroner finding
The Committee noted that a Coroner has found that the separate deaths of couple with a 6 month old baby born through IVF were both suicide. 

Action

Chair to respond to invitation to participate in Youth Parliament.

Secretariat to note the Coroner’s finding under ACART’s monitoring application and health outcomes workstream.

13.
Meeting concludes
The Committee noted that 13 July 2007 has been reserved for a possible ACART meeting and that the next ACART meeting is scheduled for 10 August 2007.

The meeting concluded at 3.40pm.

Papers distributed for information of members

(i) Cyranoski, D. (2007) ‘Simple switch turns cells embryonic’, in Nature, 44(7).
(ii) Skene, L. (2007) ‘Undertaking Research in Other Countries: National Ethico-Legal Barometers and International Ethical Consensus Statements. PLoS Med, 4(2).
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