Minutes of the Tenth Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology

AD20-86-5

Held on 11 May 2007

Wellington Airport Conference Centre

Wellington

Present:

Ken Daniels (Deputy Chairperson)

Richard Fisher 

John Forman (arrived 8.45am)

Gareth Jones (left 2.45pm)

Mark Henaghan (by teleconference 10.45am - noon)

Philippa McDonald 

Mihi Namana

Sylvia Rumball (Chairperson) 

Christine Rogan 

David Tamatea 

In attendance:

Ian Hicks (Secretariat)

Willow McKay (Secretariat) 

Sally Stewart (Secretariat)

1.
Welcome

The Chair opened the meeting at 8.30am.  

2.
Apologies

Andrew Shelling for absence.

John Forman for lateness.

Mark Henaghan for lateness and leaving early. 

Gareth Jones for leaving early.

3.
Declarations of Interest

The Committee noted the declarations of interest document.

4.
Late additions to agenda

· Establishment of governance group.

5.
Minutes of ACART meeting

The Committee reviewed the unconfirmed minutes of the 13 April meeting.  The minutes were confirmed subject to changes being made by the Secretariat.

Action

Secretariat to make changes to 13 April minutes and publish them online.

6.
Advice to the Minister on human reproductive research (taken after item 7)

Draft recommendations to the Minister of Health (A07/24)

The Committee reviewed the draft recommendations to the Minister of Health. 

· The Committee agreed to the recommendations subject to amendments.

· The Committee noted that the full report and recommendations would be signed off at its meeting on 8 June 2007.

Action

Secretariat to make amendments to the draft recommendations on human reproductive research and prepare a draft report to the Minister.

7.
Advice to the minister on human assisted reproductive technology 

i)
Draft consultation paper (LATE ITEM) (A07/25) & 

Draft consultation plan (A07/26)

The Committee discussed the draft consultation paper. Key points made included:

· Delete questions from chapter 2.

· Draft a linking section between chapters 2 and 3.

· Significantly revise sections 3.1 and 3.2.

· Delete requirement 6 under embryo donation.

· Review section 3.3.4.

· Revise headings under PGD to clarify who benefits from each use.

· Include more information on the UK experience.

· Amend chapter 4 heading and introduction to ensure that the significance of this chapter is clear.

· Ensure that section 4.1 (use of donated sperm with donated eggs) better relates to section 3.3.2 (embryo donation).

· Revise section on informed consent.

· Delete section on age limits.

The Committee also discussed the proposed consultation process.

· The Committee agreed to the content of the consultation paper as amended.

· The Committee agreed that the revised consultation paper should be reviewed at its 8 June 2007 meeting.  

· The Committee noted that the consultation timeline would need to be revised.

· The Committee agreed that the Chair of ACART should request a six-month time extension (ie, to 31 March 2008) for delivering advice to the Minister of Health on the treatment aspects of ART.

· The Committee agreed that the consultation process should comprise: 

· standard public consultation processes, ie, written and oral submissions, and

· invitation-only meetings with interested parties.

· The Committee agreed that the Māori advisory group would be reconvened with up to two additional members to provide advice on the treatment paper and on the process for consulting with Māori.

Action

Secretariat to revise the treatment discussion paper and timeline.

Secretariat to draft a letter to the Minister of Health seeking a time extension for delivering advice to the Minister of Health on the treatment aspects of ART.

Secretariat to work with Ken Daniels, Mihi Namana, Philippa McDonald and David Tamatea to reconvene the Māori advisory group.

8.
Governance

Correspondence

The Committee discussed:

· the draft reply to Ms Fraser regarding the research consultation paper and the membership of ACART; and

· the draft letter to the Minister on the collection of gametes from deceased persons.

· The Committee agreed to the draft reply to Ms Fraser, subject to amendments.

· The Committee agreed to the draft letter to the Minister of Health.

Secretariat to amend and send reply to Ms Fraser.

Secretariat to send letter on the collection of gametes from deceased persons to the Minister of Health.

9. 
Late agenda items

· The Committee noted that the governance group had been formally established and would meet on Monday 14 May 2007.

10.
Meeting concludes

The meeting concluded at 3.30pm
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